heey Ged one wee os as home ee 
Fey 4 *“enbs't she lel 


Se i ag 2: lh dna ie cS od Sis ee 7 " ! 





A SS ete ee een A ne 


e Ye ag rhe 08! and OM ud abt Folge 


Pe) 





SOGTPPEGLT Es Gg ter pagedss toa 


SE a ee Oe eee. - 
aia 10) PEPE GEOR ros bE Tenge eaget 


Teepe eit aveseteage f sednvteahy 


Se a Sa ce 








A ta et ey, in 
. beerreigeptye 


a ee a ee eS ne 






vat 
_ et ee 


Pe TECMERGHD NERO PREU RES Oo) tdemBbla gut 6 oy ede iaee 
s ~~ + 





ST te ae ee reat ete ty lie eh 
‘a : a hare tpaeg PipPges nip tat é aie gee bree «be 


a a ee = aes 






oe oP wae 
re lets ya 


ee ee 


42149 * eR cp eae 


LAL Lest LT OEia lita ial et iat ht er ay | EE eee Lee een retpgat? 


Adagde gue 


PEO FEO P eRe res pepe dads 


At 08d OD Op eg bel et lie feng ep pes 


ented 






Sina? OD ERMOIVORET OTs Leos eager PbO pagy ia. bOPPREONED PRADEEP eRodNDIDPHO IPOD HDNET ree . 





a 


pe etECeL EPP ELE eee eireritteire Wii iT re toe ei peroy) A RA AR 099 Od PEC AM 0 RE LALIT 


reFTROVUC PION 


very man's knowledge may be enriched 
through the goodness of his neighbor 
by sharing experience, education and 
community ideals. 


This first supplement of the Greenbelt Cooperator, 
in commemoration of Charter Day, is compiled in an 
effort to reveal the social and economic march of e 
vents end at the same time establish an interesting » 
historical background. 


it 


ARS Lr 


We have endeavored to record the genuine spirit 
and energy of the community in forwarding every wor= 
thy ceuse for the bettcrment of our people, and be~ 
lieve this edition to be a fitting tribute to the | 
Liberal spirit of a small town, established under : 
the noble traditions, and humanitarian objectives : 


of American Democracy. 


With the extension of these ideals end principles 
to the sphere of economic practices, we forecast a 
better tonorrew through cooperative living. 


Editorial Committee 
Charter Day Sunplement 


Louis Bessemer Rac S. Sowell Webstor W. McAchren 





Supplement No. 1 Bae Greenbelt, Md. 
WATCHING THE TOWN PARADE 





_. By Mayor Louis Bessemer 

Our community 1. not hampered by the _ 
crusty mold of tradition. Qur physical 
surroundings are: unique. Our homes | 
bring us 20th Century: comforts and maxi- 
mum utility. | 

Here sunshine, 
woods, lawns, parks, | 
playgrounds ~ the | 
great. out doors, and 
the refinements in~ 
doors ~ are combined 
for the elevation of 
the mind and the ) 
strengthening of the | 
bodys. 4 | 

We may. therefore. 
candidly ask:our= . 
selves: What use 
dare we mdke of our 
MINDS?» Science has 
made possible for 
us new freedom, new 
choices, new hori- 
ZONS. 

Freed from pain= - 
ful drudgeries, from 
gloomy surroundings, 
from congested municipalities, what can 
we, whet dare we, do with our cultural 
advantages? This is a. paramount ques~ 
tion. 

An answer to this question, during 
the coming years; will aweken interest — 
among students, economists, sociologists,. 
and scientists. Greenbelt. will have an 
answer, but nobody at this period can 
predetermine what the answer will be. 

The average age of adults here.is 3l. . 
If we could. get together somehow in the 
year 1988, or the year 2000, we might ~ 
compare notes and reflect upon matters 

(Continued on Page Five) 
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THE TOWN CHARTER © 
By Sherrod E. East 
(Town Councilman) 
Greenbelt'!s form of cuemnindst. Like 
other phases of our Town, was planned. 


| It.was desired that the municipal om 


ganization of the 
jcommunity conform 
o|with its other 
. |modern aspects. 
“Further, it was 
dogwood end pine, | aap bomen rctinot i | 
which could and 
would fit the pe—. 
culiar property 
situation (Federal — 
fownership) and still 
jinsure traditional 
deomoratic preroga- 
ftives. The answer 
was an adapted city 
manager system. 
Although this 
type of government 
is new in Maryland 
it is well.estab=-)\... 
llished in many other 
States and locali-~ , 


Parsons Kast. 


squares of light. 


hills, the beauty 


ties throughout the Country. 


When the officials of the Farm Securi- 
ty Administration had drawn what. they . 


~ considered to be an adequate charter, 


designed after the model town manager 


‘Charter, it was submitted to the Maryland 
State Heed SAMUS for approval and enact 
‘mont. 


Mr. Charles G. Petits and others of 
the Prince George's County delegation as. 
well as certain Farm Security Administra- 
tion officials worked extremely hard in 


guiding the law through to passage, 


» Certain features of our Charter are 
(Continued on Page Six) 


THE GREENBELT CIVIC FORUMS 


By Nathan Schein 

Some 125 Greenbelt residents on tho 
evening of January 6, 1938 listened in~ 
tently while Dr. Fred W. Ingvoldstad 
delivered his views on forces at work 
which tended to deter the outbreak of 
war in Hurope. 

The enthusiastic applause that greet= 
ed Dr. Ingvoldstad upon the conclusion 
of his address was adequate testimony 
that the Greenbelt Civic Forums hed 
"zotten off" to a happy~start. 

Subsequent forum programs presented 
Gardner Jackson of the American Civil 
Liberties Union and Drs Carl C. Taylor 
of the Us. S. Department of Agriculture. | 

It was with some'misgivings that the 
forum program was ineugurated. The Edu- 
cation Committee of the Citizens! Asso= 


ciation could do naught but procecd and... 


hope that the program would be woll re- 
ecived. 
mittee knew that its efforts had not 
been in vain. 

Thore is no doubt in the Suatb toate 
mind but that thé programs, could have 
been better planned and prescnted with 
grentor regularity than was the .case. 
Mark" that up to lack of oxperience. 

It is fitting in this Charter Day 


igsuc of the Greenbelt Cooperator to Oxe 


press the committee's gratitude. to those 
sroups and individuals who were of in- 
estimable aid in the carrying out..of the 
forum programs. 


First and foremost,--the Forums Pro=- | 


ject of the U.S. Office of Educatich,. 
Mr. Chester Willians, Dr. Paul. .Shcats, 
Miss Allen,--all staff members of the; 
Foruns Project. 

Thmiks aro’ due to monbers of the Co= 
operator staff-for their cooperation 
in helping’ the comiittee print and dis- 
tribute announcenents of the forums and 
in giving’ the (progran wide publicity 
here. 


| The comnittee received the coopera= 
tion of the Community Manager's cffice 
in obtaining custodial service for 
forun nights. 

The committee hopes thet the forun 
progran will become. e permanent feature 
of Greenbelt. connunity life. 


From the first session the com: 
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WOMEN'S ATHLETICS 


By Marne Leland Jacobsen | 


re 2S SS ee 


150 Greenbelt women, on March 23, 
left husbands at home as nursemaids,. 


“tee 


f 


“while they reported to the gymnasiun 


for "ladies! night". ~Many of them sat 


| on the sidclinesjat that first meeting, 


"fecling their way'"=- not too confi- 


| dent of their appearance nor athletic” 
| prowess. 


The apparent lack of Babe Didrick= 


| sons, however, ‘seomed to give nore con- 


fidence and it was scon discovered _ 
that street costumes disguised shorts, 
slacks, gym uniforms, coulottes, over= 
alls, and pajanas. 

Strangely enough, an overwhelning 


| tajority voted against forming a club, 
| preferring to leave Wednesday night as 


an open recreational evening with no 
Fe den dues, etc. 
» The intcrests in the, group have been 


“and ndncha cleat ball, reducing” and 


limbering up cxercises being’ the favor= 
However, durine the early sprins 
months the progran consisted of dance 
exercises, volleyball, basketball, 


| simple folk dancing. 


At the present time:an intramural 


| tournemont in softball is being played — 


with four teans orzanized under the 


.jnanes of sagciniehiiel Doves, Berries, and 


Scrubs Py ; 
In order that the health of parti- 


| clpants nay be safeguarded, a doctor's 


approval will be required in the fall 
for all types of strenuous activity like 
basketball and dancing. 

Teans will be organized within the. 


group in each seasonal sport and intra 


mnurol tournaments will be played off, 
thus providing opportunity for many to 
participate.,. ° 

An attonpt will be nade to interest 
many woren in nany types of activity 
rather than concentrating on the develop= 
ment of one good team. For those who. 
are not interested in-sports there will 
be dancing and calisthenics. 

Perhaps adequate equipment for indi-~ 
vidual and dual sports will be added so 
that games such as dadminton, acrial 
darts, deck tennis, horseshoes, tennis 
etc., can be included in the progran. 


THE CHILDREN'S COOPERATIVES 
By Ollie E,. Hoffman 
As they passed up and down the 

corridors of their fine new school 
building last fall, the upper-class- 
men of the elementary and high schools 
in Greenbelt caught sight of orange 
crates, tin cans with bright red lab- 
els, empty cartons and. bottles--all 
arranged.in piles with some semblance 
of order, Feeble scrawls on placards 
announced the opening of "Our Store", 
The first and second graders were 
building a play store and were learne 
ing to trade with cardboard nickels, 

The upperclassmen were too real- 
istic for such juvenile practices, | 
They determined to start real stores~=_ 
--one in the elementary school and 
one in the high school. At home they 
had been hearing about cooperatives 
and on the cans they had seen. Co-Op 


labels, Why not try a Co-Op store==. 
with their own money? And run it them- 
selves? 


The idea got well under way when 
committees canvassed all the rooms to 
find out what the pupils wuld like — 
to buy in their real stores. Another 
committee got busy selling shares at 
ten or twenty cents each. Others — 
were drawing up byelaws, making post= 
crs, and preparing speeches to give 
in classrooms or before assemblies: to 
explein their projecte 

With this preliminary work done, 
the stores became a reality, The 
members elected Boards of Directors 
who selected mmagers t stock their 
stores with $10 worth of cookies, can« 
dy, popcorn, gum, pencils and tablets, 
And they proceeded to "save by spend~ 
ing" » 

Savings returns of 20% of the pur- 
chases have been distributed twice 
this term. In the elementary store 
the total sales have reached {75 ale 
though the store is open two half- 
hours each school day. ne high 
school cooperative does not distribute 
its savings but builds.up a social re- 
serve of over $30 which will be spent 
for. library books and athletic equip-= 
MCN. 

While their parente talk about co- 
operatives, the kids build them and 
learn about them in a realistic manner, 


an active part in discussions. 


Show and The Sex Problem, 


-child lifee . 





MOTHER'S CLUBS 
By Mrse Lester Hayes 

Greenbelt women, having manifested a 
desire to organize a Mother's Club, met 
in the Home Bceonomics Room of the school 
on December 1, 1957. 

Lt was the purpose of those present 
to form a study group which would help 


| each and every mother with her everyday 


problems, With this in mind; two groups 
were formed, "School Age Mothers", and 
"PreSchool Age Mothers Club", 

ach group is to concentrate on a 
special set of problems, Edna Benefiel 
was elected Presidemt,.lirs. Eva Morgan, 


| Vice=President.and Mrs. Carnie Harper, 


Secretary of the "School Age Group", In 
the “Pre-School Age Group", Mrs. John 
Murray was elected President, Mrs. Marion 


Havens, Vice-President, and Mrs. Audrey 
| Hayes, Secretary. 


School Age Mothers meet the third 
Tuesday of each month and the Pre-School 
Age Mothers meet the first Thursday of 
each month, The Social Room at the 
School is the club room for both groups, 
Bach group. is to continue as a separate 
am distinct unite 

Bach meeting finds many Mothers taking 
Topics 
are announced in advance. 


The School Age Club has studied the « 
following subjects; Etiquette for 
Juniors, Race Prejudice, What is New in 
Report Cards, What Intelligence Tests 
Bach month one 
mother studies the topic for discussion 
and conducts .the program. 

All mothers join in, and each contrib» 
utes her lit of knowledge or experience. 
Often programs are enriched by speakers 
who are specialists in some phase of 
After each meeting, mothers 
may go away feeling more confident in, 
dealing with problems of the home. 

The Pre-School Age Glub studies the 
problem of children from babyhood to ad- 
olescenee, Such topics as, How to Handle 
Jealousy, Children Like to Mind, On Going 
to Bed and Mental Hygiene for Mothers. 
Hach mother is relieved to find that her 
child is as good (or Ae bet) as the 
average child, 

The Clubs unite at the end of the 


school year with a picnic in which hus- 
bands and children are invited, of coursés 
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TOWN COUNCIL AND GREENBELT SCHOOL MERIT PUF LIC RECOGNT TION 











By Governor Harry We Nice (varylana) ~ 





When the chief executive of a state is requ sted to prepare a statement on 
the occasion of an important milestone in the life of-a:community, it is a re- 
sponsibility not casily assumed, One wishes that he might know in person cach 
citizen of a community and intimately isharo opinions,-as our forcfathers fro- 
quently did in’ town mootings » in the. hope af Oia bere something toward better 
undors tanding «. ; | 3 

On this occasion- it is pureoleted that, I write on the subjoct of "Coopera-= 
tion between the Stato and Federal Governmait in a Housing Program for Maryland". 
Far too intricate and complex a subject is this to approach in a bricf space, It 
appears thatewe aro challenged through Foderal Housing programs to bring about ~ 
improved standards by cnlisting the conbined resourees of privato and public 
agoneLes in cach mynicipality, It is true wo have the natural rosmrevs, tho 
technology, the: man=powor, and the money, for large achicvemats in housings 
fhe purchasing power of loweineanc groups must bo raisod in order: to crcate an 

offeetive domand, This is the primary problom, 

Nevertheless, in your: Charter Day Supplemént,* I’ would commond the community 
on a significant mittor which may properly roccoivo attention now, whon so’ inany 
of our young people.are leaving their schools with diplomas at commencement. I 
refer to the technique of progressive education which the elementary school at 
Greenbelt has adopted with the cooperation 6f the P¥ince Georges County Superin= 
tendent of Schools, Only recently did eth). apa Bes shade dics plan came to my 
attention. OTs | 

Working on various projects, the children are sohoonned with the "seed 
theme of "A. Program’ for Living", Around this theme, as I understam it, every ~ 
phase of community life is objectively examined, history is recorded and modern ~ 
trends are ovaluateds While this process is going on, children are collaborating 
and setting up physical demonstrations by building miniature factories, farms, 
towns , playgrounds, anc "planning for the futuro",. They: are vitalizing the 
educational process by intopra ting their knowledge of reading, writing, arithme- 
tic, science, geography, spelling, with the ovcryday business ‘of living.. Govern- 
mont, shop keeping, accounting, banking, mimicipal planning, civic responsibility, 
and charactor building, aro coordinated ami their interedepondence is made clears 

What is being dono ina Greenbelt, in, this rospect at least, I am confident, 
will have an ospocial value in any om sidoration of educational: mechanisms in 
Maryland. Whore childron respond.with joy and eagerness to th lcarning process, 
education has a lifoe=mesning. Through educntion we can hope for onrichment of 
livos evorywhere and, lot us trust, tho blesbings of DCACCe 

While all these better things aro om tho horizon which would make coopora= 
tion and lasting peace’ in tho world, one of the tragedics of our timo, is the 
ruthloss detcrminntion of Buropean dictatorships with thoir philosophy of race 
hatrod, nationalistic supromacy, end tho militaristic rule of the fang ond th 
clowe Minoritios are singled out for persecution or destruction, Tho rights of 
smo.11 or peace=loving nations aro violated, their lands are invaded, andthoir 

csourees: plundorode This morbid phi 4p ophy of conquost and hate, of Deification 
of -the Power of tho Stato, is a madmoss which may carry youth to destruction in 
less, enlightened areas of the world, o - | 

Under your town charter, I note, incidentally, that you have established . 
the fret Councililanager form of local soverment in Maryland. .By its very . 
nature it must be nonpartisan, it must deal with each community problem objec- 
tively, end in this period of ever-increasing technology, where the advances of 
science are resshaping the whole course of*human events, I may soy, that such 
non-partisan town govermment.impresses me as a symbol of progress in town and 
city. administration, I shall watch its development and regard its progress with 
Sympathetic interest, | | | 
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WATCHING THE Di PARADE 
(Continued from Page One ) 
wnich concern us NOWe 

With the weight of yoars, perhaps, 
we citizens, in a philosophical mood, 
might agree upon the proposition that 
we are not important, (wo ourselves 
count for little,) but what is impor- 
tant and that which has cternal signi- 
ficance is what we value most, what we 
treasure, what we love, 

Aro we, hasty? Are we. impatient? 
The processes of evolution here, as 
everywhere, are sloWe ‘Worthwhile 
achievemonts are the result of steady 
application. 

From the time the Tenant Selection 
Committee plowed through 12,000 appli-~ 
cations ond settled on 835, families, 
we have seen 4 multitude of complex 
problems ironed out, but do we eppreci- 
ate the magnitude of the tasks which 
confronted federal administrators in | 
housing the "First Families" in Green- 
bolt? | 

That thousands were denied the priv 
ilege of living in Greenbelt is no 
fault of the thousands so denied, We 
hope that our Economic Society will 


place its house in order that none shall 


be denied the simple conveniences, or 
decencies of :life. = | 

If we grapple honestly with social 
problems during the next fifty years, 


our nation may develop 10,000 "greenbelt' , 
|} aS pointed out by the National 
| Association of Housing Officials in the 


towns wherein millions of people will 
be comfortably housed through public 
and private enterprises. 


- 1 Utpperced' ividualists = | 
Crowded “Rugged” Individcu 1 more Conference in 1934, 


High rents and low incomes, rex 
gouging, and tenant crowding=-these are 
the intolerable conditions among 
millions of American city dwellers, 
Indescribable slum conditions prevail 
where our "rugged individualists" are 


loudest against government housing sub= | 


sidiese 

While the welfare of a whole city is 
at stake, we notice the rabid appeals 
of demagogs who like nothing better 
then to poke unreasoning, or silly, 
satire at "Tugwelltovn"”,. Editorials in 
defense of rugged individualism appear 
frequently. 


| few editors to truth, ) 
economic interests are in power, should 


While not a few of these editors and 
newspapers are suffering from fatty- 
degeneration, one does not wonder that 
their reasonim is twisted as a ratehole, 
Their satire or sarcasm is not at all as 
"funny" as it is stupid, . 

While Greenbelt children skip through 


| sunshine, frolic over playgrounds, tramp 
| through woods with their parents, enjoy 


nature trails and campfires, study in 
clean, well-lighted school-rooms, sleep 


|} in sanitary, spacious houses, and par- 


ticipate in the social companionship 


of equals, these editors are harping 
| about the priceless heritage of rugged 
|} individualism, - 


At the very door of these editors 
rise the reeking stench of slums, the 
wailing of thousands of mothers, whose 


| outlook is darker d by poverty and 
» wretchednesse 
| and their children, there are the 


For all of these mothers 


hazards of evil influences, the terrors 
of traffic, heat in summer, and cold 


|} in winter, stifling congestion, in 


diseasc-infected slums. 
Poking fum at "Tugwelltown" is an 


} indication of the socialeconscience of 


our metropolitan press (in certain 
quarters), Mammon may have blinded a 
Where corrupt 


we not observe that the press (with all 
its boasted freedom) is prostituted in 
the name of Rugged Individualism? 


There is but one possible answer, 


report, A HOUSING PROGRAM FOR THE 

UNITED STATES, adopted at its Balti-g 
This report 
calls for a permanent federal housing 


|} agency to coordinate local offort, 


adequate financial assistance, by the 
federal government “in, forms likely 

to stimulate local initiative and local 
participation in the cost", state 
control, and financial aid to local 
govermental units and local govern~ 


| mental-or associated local agencies to 


carry out the actual programs 
--=rom an article on "liousing as a 


| Public Hcealth Problem" in the Américan 
| Journal of Public Health, Jan,., 1957, 


by Prof. Ce. HE. Ae Winslow, Yale. School 
of Medicine. 
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GREENBELT BOY SCOUTS 
By Charles G. Pettit 
On December 15, 1937 tho Greenbelt 
Citizenst Association voted to sponsor a 
Scout Troop in Greenbelt and a commit tee 
was appointed. As its first duty , the 
committoe appointed Charles G. Pettit 
II as scoutmaster and Crawford I, 
Bishop as assistant’ scavtmister, - 
The first mooting of the troop (202) 
was held on Decomber 23 wher nine boys. 
joined and signed the original charter, 
Working from this nucleus, tho’ troop | 
had increased its membership to 23 by 
February ll, when the scouts gave a 
denonstration in the school gymnasium. 
At this time Fiold Exceutive Hovey 
orcsoented the troop with its chartor, 
and the comaittec and scoutmastor wore 
sworn into offico, The troop then be- 
camo official, Receipts from this dom= 
onstration onabled the troop to pur= 
chasc its ov Amorican flag and troop 
fla One 
Since that ovontful night the troop: 
has continued its growth until et’ the 
prosont time there are 52 scouts and 5 
loaderse : 
With the meny otdoor facilitics 
pis hand, the troop is continuously tale 
- hinos of all kinds and the boys are 
aes vory adept at outdoor life, 
The troop is planning to pattorn 
its activitics after’ those of tho first 
Amoricanse=the [ndians--and consists 
of the Iriquois, the Sioux, the Black= 
feet, and the Mohawks. Teepees will 
soon be in the making as well as other 
Indian objects==clothing, totem poles, 
vomahawks, etc. | 
On the nite of May 6 the entire troop | 
played host to their mothers, Dropping 
all formality, the scouts and their 
mothers played games, sang and enjoyed 
refreshments end "a good time wes had 
by alli," 
Plans are now being made for a big 
"Pather-and Son" banquet next month, 
Advancement in rank is now in pro« 
alge and Greenbelt may well be proud 
of its Boy Scous Troop 202. 
The following hold office and direct 
he troop'ts activities: C. Ge. Pettit, 
scovtmaster; Cy Me Bishop,.assistant 
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‘worthy of 


dieu. of taxation," 
cedure is provided for in-Section 2 of 
Public Law No, 845, of the 74th Congresse 


‘far as the: s 


Junior Nanna, quartormaster; 


THE TOWN CHARTER | 
(continbed: from Page One ) 
special noté.. 

First, as in other similar Bhi nial tbe 
there is a complete and clear separation 
of legislative aml executive functions» 

City mmagers wrking umder such 
charters have earned a. reputation for 


- business-like methods in municipal ada © 
| ministration. 4 


Second, full power of removal of. the | 
Town Manoger is | retrained in the Town 
Council, 

_ Third, due again to he peculiar pro= 
perty situation, the bulk of the town 

funds is raised by petitioning the Farm 
Security Administration for funds "in _ 
This particular pro 


Fourth, the Council elects from its 
own members the Mayor. we the Mayor pro 


teme 


Fifth, the puhidahd-tion and powers af 
the Council are clearly defined, in so 
te Legislature, in an or~ 
ganic law, could define them; mt the 


‘first Council has had the problem of 


adjustment of details between the Farm 


‘Security Administration and the municie 


pal government. ) 
It is well, in this ‘connection, that 


| there has been a spirit of cooperation, 
However, when the town is completely. 


finished aad. occupied and the governmentts 
interest has been tured over to a pro- 


posed Corporation, such as Greenbelt 


Housing Authority, the town government 

will be in a much stronger position 

should a conflict of jurisdiction occur. 
such ari eventuality is unlikely under 

“nee Charter, and in view of the fact 
hat all are working to make our great 

) aasien iment in housing and in community 

living | success. 


nel ma -ueae 








a ee ee a 
.* F 


scoutmaster; Je L. Dameron, Senior’ pat~ 
rol leaders Bob Porter, patrol leader; 
Leroy Clark, patrol leader; Tommy 
Poston, patrol lender, Revere Nielsen, 
patrol: leader and scribe for the troop; 
Blake 
Palmer, bugler, 


THE GREENBELT JOURNALISTIC CLUB 
AND Tit GREENBELT COOPERATOR 
By Re S. Sowell 

No sooner had they settled in Green-= 
belt ‘last October than several of the 
"First Resettlers" conceived the idea of 

a “home=town" weekly ges. for the 
parrasror 


An announcement of tho. minono sete plans © 


containing a ‘statement that they would 

like to got a newspaper started and have 

it’ prow with the community" was placed on 

Greenbolt's first bulletin board which 

was located in the temporary food stare, 
.= First Meeting - 

This notice resulted in an ne 
of intcrest by othe rs’ and a meeting wa 
held. on Novembor. Ts EOS, attended ae, 

15 persons,’ 

It was at this meoting»that the Grecn- 
belt Journalistic Club and th Greenbelt 
Cooporator came into existence, : 

+ First Trial Period = , 

Not being sire, of course, tmt even 
a mimeographed weekly could be success- 
fully published for the timo bding, a 
trial period of six issues was, decided 
UpoOlle 


The Greenbolt Consumer Services, itp. xf 


expressing on interest in ‘the proposed) 


paper, consented to purchase the stencils. 


and papér and pay for season cutting 
during this period, | 

The work of writing, cditing, typing, 
mimeographing, and dcelivoring, was ore 
entirely by volwmteocr workers, and 1 
paper was! distributed fred), of charge ‘to 
the residentse 

- Sccod Trial Period - 
At the end of this timo “the club. des 


cided to coritinuc publishing the Coopcra- | 


tor and to do so’ moant financing it. 
This the club proposed to do through the 
sale of advertising space is ag emerge 
TLONS « 
Through the ifiediut of ate kiss ties, 
a number of people had expressed their 
desire for the continuance of the paper 
and informed the club of their willing~ 
ness ‘to subsé¢ribe for it, The chairman 
of tthe business committee had: repor’s ted 
that he could sell some ads. 
This attempt at selfesufficiency has 
been very successful. d. “gt, 
(Continued 





~ Hditoriel Policies ~ 
The Cooperator at the outset adopted 
the following policies; nonprofit, 
nonpartisan, neutral in religioh and an 


{| open forum for civic affairs. 


While it had steadfastly stuck. to. 
these” general principles, after the Co- 
operetar had been published a number of 


weeks, the club set up a committee to 


go into the question -of editorial policy. 
This committee reported that the Co- 
operator should cortinue following the 


| broad policies already adopted. 


While an effort has been made to be 
unbiased.in presenting the news, an 
editorial stami has been taken upon 
various iInatterse - 

The editorial position of the Co- 
operata’ is subject to the will of the 
we Jor tay of the club. ea 

3 | «= Advertising Policies = 

Because it wes felt by many people 
in the club: that, the paper. should be . 
consumer-conscious and cooperative-minded,, 
some of the advertising in the Cooperator . 
brought complaints. 

A comnittee. was set up by the Journal- 


‘istic Club to study this question with a 
| view toward recommending RAV AT A SLNE 
policies. 


~ To Preserve Editorial 
Independence «# 

The advertising committee, among other 
things, recommended the policy that "to 
preserve editorial independence, there 
should be as little dependence on adver- 
tising as possible" since the. club was 
"financing a, paper of cooperative and 
caisumer nature," 

Stating. that the. "Greenbelt .Coopera~ 


‘ta should not be associated with adver- 


tising that is or may have been false, 
misloading or unethical," an advertising 


acceptance commit tae: arhoas job it would 


be to: "determine what advertising is or 


| is. not. acceptable for publication” was 
| recommended, 


- Recommendations = 
All of the recommendations made by 


| the committee. were adopted by the club, 
put into effect immediately, and pub- 


lished in the Cooperator, They included 
the nature of the Cooperator, space al- 
loweances, types of advertising, adver- 
tising rates, and commissions for selling 
advertising. 


on Page Bight) 
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THE GREENBELT JOURNALISTIC CLUB 13 MILLION NEW HOMES NEEDED IN U, S. 
~~ AND THE GREENBELT COOPERATOR TO BRING UP HOUSING STANDARDS 

(Continued fron Page 2)  Cathcrine Bauer of the Labor Housing 

Conference and Coleman Woodbury of the 
National Association of Housing Officials 
estimate thet the construction of over 13 
nillion dwellings is needed to bring our 
housing up to reasonable standards by 1945 
including nearly 7.million to catch up 
with merely quantitative needs, 3 million 
to replace dwelling: units already unfit 
for habitation in 1930, and 3 million more 
to replace units becoming obsolescent be~ 
tween 1930 and 1945. Between 1930 and 
1935, the actual net increase of dwelling 
units was at the rate of only 60, 000 a 
year, «From an article on “Housing as a 
Public Health Problem" by C. Ee A. Winslow, 
Professor of Public Health, Yale School 
of Medicine. 





~- Volunteer and Paid Workers = 

Up to the last week in Merch all of 
the workers on the propor, except two, 
were strictly on « volunteer basis, 
putting in long hours of real labor for 
which they received nothing. 

The stencil cutting had been paid for 
since the beginning of the paper and a 
commission for securing advertisements 
had been paid since early in February. 

Since the latter part of March, how 
ever, all workers have cooperatively 
shared in the profits of the peper, re=-— 
ceiving 50 percent of the profits based 
on the number of hours put in by 6ach. 

~ Printed Paper Considered = 

Fron the beginning of its existence, 
the club has considered the publishing 
of a printed newspaper, At least two 
committees have beon appointed which 
have gone into the matter thoroughly, 

It is expected by a majority of those 
in the club that, as soon as practicable, 
a printed Cooperator will be published = {| 
but not until it is felt that the paper 

can be successfully and pormanently put 
out in this form. 
~ Open Membership of Club ~ 

The ‘membership of the Journalistic 
Club is open to anyone who is interested, 
Its mectings are held recularly each ~ 
week and overyonc has an equal opportu 
nity to serve in tho club or on the pape 
whether a new or an old "settler." 

It is probably the most active club 
in the community and has. grown in member 
ship from 15 on Novenbor 1l, 1937 to 
about 60 in May, 1938. 

~ Cooperation = | 

Everyone has shown splendid coopcra~ 
tion in the publishing of the Cooperatoy 
and the small sums now being received 
‘cannot begin to repry these. workers for 
their sincere and energetic efforts. would protect cooperative enterprises 

Anybody can subnit matorial and have in the use of the word "cooperative, " 
it published, subject to editorial re would define what a cooperativo is, 
visions, of course. | and would prevent fraudulent organiza= 
. | ~ Torm Directory « tions pine’ being formed under that name. 

Of prinary importance and intercst to Although the Journalistic Club has 
the Journalistic Club is, of course, the | Sone on record in favor of working for 
publication of the Greenbelt Gooperator, | such a bill, definite plans havo not as 

Besides publi shing the Cooperator sinceyet been formulated. 
its inception, however, the club, through! 











Construction was first started on 
Greenbelt, Located seven niles north: of 
Washington, D. Ce Greenhills lies. five 
niles north of Cincinnati, Ohio, while 
Greendale is three niles southwest of.) 
Milwaukee, Wise 





its business committee which was under 
the. chairnanship of Robert D. Hayes, 
‘published the Greenbelt. Town Directory 
on February 1, 1938... 

This first issue of the directory, 
Gontaining the names, addresses and 
telephone numbers of residents, covered 
/ only. blocks, D, B, and F. Supplements 
will be published at a later date | 
covering blocks A, B, and Cy RAED BANDE 
to present plans. 

- Cooperative Law Proposed « 

The Journalistic Club has decided 
that the Greenbelt Cooperator should 
initiate a campaign to secure the pass=- 
age by the Maryland Legislature of a 
bill. concerning the organization and 
regulation of cooperative associations. 

Such a bill as desired by the club 


Bight 





be reduced, 


GREENBELT HOUSING DEMONSTRATIONS 
TO AID FEDERAL PUBLIC HEALTH WORK 


(The following statemnt is condensed 


from an article on "Modern Housing ‘in its 
Relation to Public Health" by Surgeon Gen 


eral Thomas Parran, The original report, 
published in the Greenbelt Cooperdtor du- 
ring the past year, advances arguments 
for a national housing program on the 


ground of social and economic policy ,~Ed) 


The Greenbelt planning demonstrations > 
are of considerable intcrest, particularl 
because of the opportunity which they 
afford to reduce sickness by providing 
adequate fhousinge We may feel certain 
from what is already known ‘that the ‘pro- 
vision of decent housing plus a good 
comunity environment will contribute 
much to well being. The extensions of 
the Greenbelt demonstrations throughout 
the country at large may ‘be expected mat~ 
erially to eid public hoalth in-propor- 
tion to their adaptation to large popu-~ 
lations. gia tg | 

It cannot bo assumed that violations 


of basic health principles in housing can | 


be eliminated immediately by such proje 
ects as Groonbelt, and it should not be 
expected that the ostablishment of other 
modern housing developments could at once 
cradicate a situation which is an oute > 
growth of industrial changes, This site 


uation is implicitly rocognized in the 


WagnereSteagall Housing Act of 1937 which 
created & permanent Authority for the pur 
pose of romodying gradually the ncods of 
& large section of our population. 

The Public Health Service has constant 
ly strossed the necessity of improving 
the -living environmont of the poople in 
order that tho causes of il] health may 


by field and laboratary studies, by stat- 
istical analysis of health data secured 
daily from all parts of the country, by 
direct aid to states in health matters, 
and by education, . a 0) OT 

In closing, it may be remarle d that 
the provision.of adequate housing is an - 
obligation of any government interested | 
in the welfare of its citizens, Inten- ; 
Sive public education in public health 
matuvers is a logical means by which to 


attain better housing, and housing pro- 


jects similar to Greenbelt should be re-« 
garded as experiments in environmental . 





families, 


This is in part eaeccomplished 


OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN WRITERS HERE 


By Elizabeth Little, 
Editor, Mrs. Greenbelt 


I took over the editing of Mrs. 


Greenbelt from Ruth Hayes at the end of 
February with some anxiety, Here was a 


section already well organized with a 


strong backbone of helpful and timely 
features, such as The Kitchen Maid and 
the Household Hints, which I did not 

wish to see weakened. | 


At the same time, I felt that it was 
not enough for Mrs. Greenbelt to have 
new recipes if she continued to buy 
blindly the ingredients for them, The 
women's section of the Cooperator must 
be as much jn advance of the women's’ 
section in an ordinary paper as Grecn= 
belt .is in advance of an ordinary town. 

Therefore, while continuing the older 
features, my staff and I have tried to 
broaden their usefulness by giving much 
‘space to news about the work of the 


Consumer Discussion Groups, and to 


features designed to increase knowledge 


‘Of the.goods sold.in stores, 


The projected series of articles’ of 


‘wider application in the life of the 
women of Greenbelt has been more diffi- 
cult to carryout. 


The field is a rich 
one which I should like to see developed, 


but one cannot make too many demands on 


the time of busy housekeepers with young 
Rather, one must feel grate+ 
ful to-the women who have given so | 


| Senerously of their time -« and hope for 
| more work as the children grow upe 


The chief difficulty in the work has 


‘| been the lack. of written comment on it, 


favorable or unfavorable, which leaves 
editor end: staff at sea in making plans 
for further issues. The future of the 
section will depend on spirited comment 
and criticism by its readers, as well as 
on more reporting of women's activitics 


‘and new features, 




















living conditions that may be expected 
to pay dividends in future national 
health. Experiments, however, are only 
of value when there is accurate recording 
of essential data, It is to be hoped, 
therefore, that provision may be made 

for securing records at Greenbelt and 
Similar projects which will have scien- 


[tific value, 
Nine — 7 


ONE Ot ae VIEWPOINT 
By Robert 7 Jacobsen 
(Town Councilman) 

Transportation has been and continues 
to be the most important problem facing 
Greenbelters. 

Months before the first family moved 
into Greenbelt Roy Braden, Warren Vinton 
and other Farm Security (formerly Re- | 
settlement) Administration executives 
worked on transportation. ‘The Greyhound 
Bus Company investigated the situation | 
and offered an excellent service at 4 
reasonable price, but the company's 
president vetoed the offer. Other bus. 
companies studied the problem but re- 
fused to make reasonable bids. Mtge 

The possibility of using a- shuttle 
bus’from Greenbelt to Berwyn, then tak- 
ing a Baltimore & Ohio commuters’ train © 
to Washington was discussed. Despite an 
attractive rate from the B&O, it was 
found infeasible because of the fact 
that most people would have to take a 
street ear from the depot. | 

Negotiations were made with Capital 
Transit Company for a service somewhat 
similar to the one we now have, But . 
just before the first families moved in- 
to Greenbelt, Capital Transit withdrew 
their offer. The early pioneers léd an 
uncertain life. Mr. Roy Braden and 
other government men overatcd the sta- 
tion wagon to East Riverdale. | 

To relieve this bad situation Green-- 
belt Consumer Services, Inc. agreed to 
contract for a limited shuttle bus ser-— 
vice to Hast/Riverdale until a better 
arrangement could be made, 

A contract was made with the Blue &, 
Grey Sightseeing Bus’ Company. | This 
shuttle bus service to Hast Riverdale 
was slow and costly and attracted few. 
customers. Paul T. Strickler who oper- 
ated this bus liked Greenbelt so well 
that: he has stayed on as a Greenbelter. 

Mr, Braden again negotiated with 
Capital Transit Company and’a trial sys- 
tem was set upe Greenbelt residents 
will nay Capital Transit Company for 
losses sustained in this operation. 

It is a problem that needs the atten- 
tion of all- Greenbelt residents. A way 
must be found to provide sure, safe, 
quick, economical transportation for all 
of us. Whatever system is finally de- 
cided on, it must have the full support 
of all people if it is to be a success, 
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- cooperated 
"and have held hearings on any question 
-in which Greenbelt citizens have asked 


FIRST BUSINESS OF COUNCIL 


By H. H, cee, Mayor. Pro Tem 


wFirst Business of-the Council" is 


quite a broad.subject and may be dis- 


cussed from numerous angles. _ Among items 
consi dered by the Gouncil we note: 


Appointment of a chairman (Mayor) of 
the Council; appointment of a Town 
Manager; certification of a budget for 
the fiscal year, and request for funds 
in lieu of taxes; retention of local 
town management in collection and dis- 
posal of trash and garbage; preparation 
of police, health, and traffic ordin-~ 
ances. These are the highpoints. 


The Town of Greenbelt is starting 


from "scratch" and so is each Councilman, 


Members of the Council have acquainted 
themselves with the problems of the 
community, have examined the type of | 
government under which we live, have 

, in numerous civic activities, 


for a hearing. The ban.on “pets” was 
was one of these issues and it appears 
to have been indefinitely postponed 

as an issue. <A cross-section of public 
opinion, in the volunteer poll conducted 
vy Harry Falls, indicated a 4 to 1 vote 
egainst harboring pets, in this cise, 


dogs and with that sentiment, the Town 
' Manager was instructed to enforce Dro-= 
visions of the lease. — 


This Council has AinetiGnod in a 
spirit of unity and understanding. The 
views of Administration officials or 
of council members themselves were 
given proper and fair consideration, 
whether those views were populer or not. 

There have been arguments, criticism, 
differences ~ but these have been on a 
high level of friendly relations. No 

one has aimed for personal glory or 
individuel g gain, and the Council has 
worked for ordinances which would serve 
the common good. in Greenbelt the 
Council has pioneered a nonpartisan type 
of community government, the only 
Council-Managcr form of goverment in 
M: aryland, 

Working out a vrogram in a planned 
community, the Council membcors snd the 
Town Manager may constructively cooperate 
without "political" wire-pulling snd keep 
fnith with the citizens who live here. 
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“WILL THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN GREENBELT APPRECIATE THEIR COMMUNI TY?" 
WHAT me MANAGER HAS DISCOVERED IN THE seit deen WHY 
By Roy S. Braden 
Communi t} A epee 


The first five families came to arebnbede on September 30, 1937. Since 
that time occupancy has steadily increased until today we have more than six 
hundred families, with a population of twenty~three hundred people. Within 
the next two or three months our town will be completely occupied, meaning 
a population of more than three thousand persons. : 


Any other community of this size would have required many years to de~ | 
velop, with attendant facilities and services growing along with the develop= 
ment. The people, and the various agencies, would have had ample time to 
adjust themselves to the conditions and needs of the community until the time 
it reached this population, and it would then be very easy to know and under= 
stand those things from which the community derived its ‘stability. 


Greenbelt, of necessity, has had to reach its complete occupancy, under 
present plans, within the short space of nine or ten months. Strangers to 
each other, for the most part, friendships, neighbors and new associates had 
to be formed overnight. Every person had to. adjust himself to new conditions 
and surroundings. Children can always do this, but hore in Greenbelt, adults 
were face to fece with the same problem. There were grave misgivings on the 
part of —s people as to the success of the ‘Ste 


Yes - it has succeeded. Through the various eraetbiisinde th cone ett cold have 
nany, the people of Greenbelt have been offered a real opportunity to know 
each other and to express themselves on community activitiess They have done 
so, and it has mansion them and the ihe be ig 4 | BY . 


One of the questions asked: frequidnthy within the past ta yoars ~ 
"Will the people who live in Greenbelt appreciate the community?" + has been 
answered. There is no question in our minds regarding this now. They do. 
There is more cooperative spirit and pride in the town shown by our poople 
than in any other community I have ever served. I believe it will continue 
806 . . 

Yes, of course, there are: exceptions, but that is to be: expectod. It 
is not a Utopia, ‘and tho millenium-is not yet here, but the great majority 
of Greenbeltians aro doing everything they can to make conditions better, 
surroundings more pleasant and friondships firmer, not only for thomsclves. 
but elso for er neighbors. 


The managements offices have been faced with nany probloms requiring 
almost twonty~four hour service, but the cooperation and appreciation of our 
people have done much to make our job pleasant. 


They are a fine groupe 


Bleven 


GREENBELT LEGION POST HISTORY 


see oo oe oe 


At the first gathering of the Green- { 


belt citizens on November’2, 1937, in: 
the school auditorium, a few world war 
veterans surveyed prosnects of forming 
a veterans! organization. 


At this time there were about 75 fam 


ilies residing here. This caucus of 
7 veterans decided to call interested 


veterans toa meeting November 16, '1937.) 


On this day 15: veterans met’ in the 
Manager's office. At this meeting itwis 
decided to form a Legion Post. All 
present. Siened a: Sop uae for one char=— 
ter. | 


Tt was voted to hola ine? next: siiot ts , 


on November 22nd. Department Vice Com- 
mander Fitzgerald was present’ and all ° 
requirements for a Legion organization. 
explained. Only a few of the veterans 
present had, ever. been affiliated with a: 
vetcran's organization. On December 3, 


nominations were made and the following’ |} 


officers clected -~Comrades’ Farold.0.° 
Melsness (Aberdeen,:'S.Ds ). Commander; . 
John Cy Gale (Chicago, Ill.) lst. Vice=" 
Commander; Herkus Letkeman (Vicksburg, 
Miss.) 2nd Vice-Commander; Leon G, Bene- 
fiel (Pendleton, Ind.) Adjutant; David 
Re Steinle (Lincoln, Neb.) Financo;. 
Frank Donoghue (New York City, N.Y.) 
Chaplain; Howard Carr, Historian; and 
Leo 0. Lemire (Orlando, Fla.) Sergeant- 
at-arms, We now have about 50 signed: 
applications for*membershin. ~— 20h 
On January 29,..1938, .we sponsored a. 
Prosidentideds Rarthday- Reda with 500 
persons attending. The local post,.naid 
into the National Infantile Paralysis 
Fund total vrocecds of $124.00. We are 


now cndeavoring to sponsor a Legion: i: 


Junior Baseball Team. On Friday, June 
oy 1938,. we will sponsor :a three-act - 
comedy entitled "Here Comes Charley." 
Funds obtained will help carry out our 
community orogram,. 

We phedge ourselves to. the COMMUN Lt Hy 
state and nation. : 
TPE GREENBELT AMERICAN LEGION POST #136 
Leon G, Benefiel, Harold ©. Melsness, 

Adjutant Commander 

It is 13 miles from the business 
center of Washington to the business 
center in Greenbelt. 


Twelve 


‘said in "The River", 
for land unless you plan for people". 


where ye 
Legislature granted Greenbelt a charter 





GREETINGS TO GREENBELT CITIZENS 


es i oma 


— the original concept of Green- 


“belt in 1935 until the completion of 
construction. in 1937, great emphasis . 
} was- laid’ on the’ beginning of America's 


But, as Pare. ‘Lorentz 
"You cannot olan 


town planning.” 


In those early days of Greenbelt, 


the planners never lost the thought, 


of the péople who would eventually. 
make up ‘the town's population. Ae 


‘town may be built but it is never a’ 
complete town ‘without: its: people. 


The Farm Security Administration 
is proud of Greenbelt as an experiment 


in planning and in sound construction 
practices, but most of all, 
of the neovle who are making it a city. 
Seare.ly six months have elapsed since 


it is proud 


the first family took up its residence 
Just one’ year aso, the Maryland 


as an incorvorated town. Today, Green- 
belt is’as mucha part of Maryland as 
the towns founded in the een century 


the by the colonists. 


The Foderal government bought this 
fants planned this community and built 
this town, But the future of Green- | 


ole belt rests not in the hends of the 
| government but in tho 
who live here. 


hands of. those » 
You have yroved ina 
Short time how well you can carry on 


the responsibilities of good citizenshin. 


Your town mectings, your social 
activities; your schools and your’ 


“church, your citizens’ association all 
‘bear witkess to the fact that "Govern= 
ment of the people, by the nsonle and 


is a workable standard 
As the 


for the people" 
of municins1 administration, 


» representative of the Farm Security 


Administration, I congratulate you on 


‘your successes and extend every wish 


for an oT te Successes us vlahvaadee 

In 1935 the edobel oat Administra- 
tion undertook construction of three 
communities, located necr badly crowded 


|.¢ities to furnish homes for low-income 


families. 
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GREENBELT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
By Mrs. Catherine Reed, Principal 

Our course of study is tending to 
become a course of living. Our »vur- 
pose for this year was to build a 
course around life in e new community 
and better ways of living within it. 

Therein, we conceived two sides to 
the process. As regards the child, 
"That as he lives and grows,’ he may 
live fully and havnily; and as regards 
the group, that he may ever share more 
responsibly and helpfully in carrying 
forward the common social life.” (Kil-— 
patrick) | 

The nrimary group, grades one to 
three inclusive, have been concerned” 
with a living vrogram of cating and 
sleeping. The family cating program 
alone furnished matcrial for study 
from October, the opening date, through 
March. This training surely stimulatcd 
better living. ; 

Grades four to seven studied giant 
cities of America and how the} came 
about. Many instances of living 
emerged and the childrén developed an 
appreciation and understanding of 
group life, — 

To cnable children to have a sreat=- 
cr insight into cooperative enter- 
prisc, which the adults of the town 
wore considering establishing, a co- 
operative store organized around 
children's needs was set. up, and 
through actual expericnec, ‘children 
ilcarned many cooperative vrincinlcs. 

The school is evolving its own 
philosophy, cooperatively day’ by day. 
lis vrocedures are developed through 
democratic control, mutually egreed 
upon. While the school respects the 
uniqueness of versonality, it, in no 
wey, vermits sovercignty of pcrson 
to obscure one's social obligations to 
the groupe 

It is estimated thet the total yearly 
revenue aceruing to the Government from 
Grecnbelt will be $424,243 from homes, 
farms and eommereial buildings. From 
this income, payments will be made to 
state, county, and municipel tax col- 
Lectors equal*to the amounts which would 
he paid in normal taxation. 


TEE GREENBELT CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION 

On November 9, 1937, the Greenbelt 
citizenry met for the first time. The 
nucleus of a Town Meeting system was 
present, and it served as the basis for 
the formation of the Greenbelt Citizens’ 
Association. 

Indications of the fiery sessions to 
come apneared at the initial meeting. 
Members were conscious of the fact that 
they were forming an instrument for the 
democratic exchange of individual opin- 
ions, and were careful to preserve every 
detail essential to fair and effective 
group deliberation, | 

Two long sessions were required to 
write the By-Laws. 

In order to assure late comers to 
Greenbelt a voice in the sclection of 
officers, the first two terms of office 
were limited to six months, The first 
officers clected were: Stanley 5. Rider, 


president; Yale B. Huffman, vice-nresi- 


dcnt; Walton 0. Cone, treasurer; Louise 
Endsley, recording sccretary; Louis 
Stevens, corresponding sccretary. 

Feeling that their new organization 
should not be confined to the discussion 
of local nolitical vrobloms, the citi- 
zens' association members vrovided com- 
mittecscs for all community activity. 

Dancés, movies, forums, lectures, and 
a ballet were sponsored, and soon the 
infant association was operating with the 
vigor of a mature, experienced civic gran, 

A citizens’ association is an adequate 
wenpon for the solution of community 
vroblems only so long as it can claim 
popoular sunvort, Elccted representatives 
ere most rcecontive to the recommendations 
of a mijority group. 

Grecnbelt residonts concerned with the 
development of their ‘town have recognized 
this fact, and are rapidly applying to 
the Seerctery for membcrship,. They are 
proud of their direct voice in municipel 


affairs, and have dons much toward using 


this voice effectively. 

The first six-month term expired in 
Mey and the following »versons were cléc@- 
ted for the second term of office: Fran- 
cis J, Lastnor, president; Yale B. Huff- 
men, reelocted vice president; Bernard D. 
Gibbons, treasurer; Bertha Bonham, rec- 
cording secretary; Lydilu Palmer, cor- 
responding secretary. 
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LADIES' BRIDGE CLUB OF GREENBELT 
By Mrse Alfred C. Sagerige Sceretary 
Since the beginning of the Ladics' | 
Bridge Club in January, meetings have 
been held every other Monday in the 
Social Room of the Greenbelt School, 
When the Club was still but . fow 
wecks old, tables were set aside for 


leerncrs, ond the more experienced play- 
ers began devoting specirl attcntion to- 


ward instructing and improving the game. 
ot these Doe -OnoL Be 

Since the inauguration of this plen, 
attendance has 


five or forty, ond additionsl manbers, 


both beginners and regular players, are: - 
being welcomed by the club at each meets 


Inge | 
The rcguler members take turns, 
ing as hostesses. .Light refrestiments 


are served and prizes ere awarded to the 


Winncrs at play. 


The members, who now represent.almost 
the Union, are unnnimous - 


every state in 
in endorsing the Club as a most ddmir- 
able means for getting acquainted with 
one's néighborse The group fecls. that. 
it has made a step forward in advancing 
the communal spirit of Greenbelt, which 
is, in truth, the real purpose ot the 
Clube | | 


CAMERA OLUE SPONSORS CONTEST 
By George Pair: 
With membership steadily increasing 
the Cumera Club now has more than 30 
active members. An important first _ 


pro ject of the club is the picture-takin 


and nicture-making contest entiticd 

"Life in Greenbelt". | 
Week after week, since the twelve 

original club members sat down together 


to organize a camera club program, the . 


work of the club. has expanded. Now a 

Junior Camera Club with leadership of 

Boy Seouts is an addition 111 venture in 

picture "rocording". . 
One of the first to observe. 

the unusual opportunities for camernr 


fens in Greenbelt was Mrs. Morris Temple 
and her civi 


mane Her experience.in art, 
enthusiasm, led her to. call the first 
club mecting and, from that day, ebout 


incrensed to some thirty- 


1n as 


thet.they ‘have « 


' fied and sealed. 


TOWN ON "NEW FRONTIER" OF NATION 


| By Dre We We Alexander, Administrator 


Farm Security Administration 

I a Sint to take this opportunity 
to congratulate the citizens of Green- 
belt on their earnest and co-operative 
efforts to establish a type of community 
Which is, in a very real se@se, a new 
frontier. You are pioneers ina new 
kind of life, just as truly as your fore- 
fathers who opened up this Continent. 
The development of your community is be- 
ing watched with intense interest by the 
entire Nation; your success or failure 
may heave a marked influence on the shane 


On American culture for many secades to 


COMC. 
The Farm Security Administration has 


done its best to establish a sound, care- 


fully planned foundation for your cfforts. 
At best, however, the Government can pro- | 
vide omy the shell of a commnity, the 
community itself must be built by, its. 
citizens; they alone een give it vitality 
and meanings | 

Today the Government's part of the 
job is elmost done. From now on the pri- 
mary responsibility for Greenbelt rests 
with its people. There is emple evidence 
accented this responsi- 
bility with eagerness and enthusiasm-- 
and if this high order of citizenship is 
maintained, there can be no doubt about 
the community? s SUCCESS.» 


two months ago, the clubrs activities 


“were Launched, 


The cameraclub's picture contest 
ends at 6 pems June 21 and all miles 
for adults and children will uniformly 
&00 ly. 
A tidy little sum of money has been. 
donated for the purpose of providing 
prizes for the contest. The donation is — 
given anonymously by a generous and 
interested person. 

The next club mecting is to be held 
above the drug store, Tuesday,.June 7, ~ 
at 8 De m. There will be a discussion on 


‘a junior study plen which includes the. 


taking of pictures, developing, printing, 
enlarging. Those sntering the contest 
should send 211 pictures properly identi- 
Address P. 0. Box 185, 
Grecnbclt, Maryland. | 
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JOURNALISTIC CLUB AND. COOPERATOR 

: OFFICERS... .. 

By Re Se Sowell 

The Greenbelt Journalistic Club was 
organized on November 11, 1937 when a 
group of 15 residents who were interest« 
ed in a community newspaper gathered 
for the first time in one of the homes 
to discuss the proposed weeklye 

~ Started as a Clube ,. 

It was decided that the newspaper 
organization should at least start off 
as a club and to have its officials: | 
serve in their respective offices on the 
new weckly during the ,trial-period pub 
lication ofthe first six issues. Tho 
Greenbelt Cooperator was the name a-. 
dopted for the new journal. 

~ Bessomor Elected ProsddonkeEdt bor - 

At. this first meoting, the. newly- 
formed Journalistic Club clected the 
following tomporary officors:.. Louis 
Bessemer, president-cditor; William k. 
Poolco, vice president-assistant editors © 
James Dunaway, treasuror-business man= 
agers Re Se Sowell, sccrctarye 

- Offices Separated = 
, Upon completion of: this first trial 
period, it,was docided to retain, the 
club organization but to separate the 
‘offices of the paper from those of. the 
clube 

The porsons clected. on ee saci ‘Lily 
1937 romained in their respective of- 
fices in the club and a new group was. 
cleetod on Decomber 29, 1957 to serve 
on the, papors of 

= Succeeded by Poole - | 

The election of the newspaper staff 
resulted as follows: William &. Poole, 
editor=-inechief; Samuel Maryn, assise 
tant editor; R. S. Sowell, secretary; 
Robert. D, Hayes, business manager;. John 
McWilliams, production manager. 

The tenure of office for. this group 
was two months, or eight issues of the 
Cooperatore 

~ Now Volekhausen is Editor = 

The third election of the newspaper 
staff was, held in the latter part of 
February, 1938, at which the following 
were chosen: We R. Volckhausen, editor- 
inechief; William R. Poole, associate 
editor; Samucl Maryn, reelected assis- 
tant editor; Frank Burr, secretarys;. Leon 
Golnick, business manager; John Resnicky, 


_ production manager. 


- Changes in the Present Staff « 
Mr. Poole has since resigned as 


’ associate editor to spend full time with 


thé cooperative committee of the citi- 


' zens! association and this office has. 
. been abolished. 


oor 
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Morris Coff was selected as business. 
manager when Mr. Golnick moved from 
Greenbelt, immediately after his elections 
Tom Howard. is acting as production man= 
ager since other activities required Mr. 
Resnicky's resignatione 

The office of secretary is vacant . 
sinee Guy R. Moore,' who became acting. 
secretary when Mr. Burr was given the 
news editor's post (since resignod be-_ 


cause of change in employment), was. 


elected one of the directors of the.. 
health associatione 
~ Club's Officers Chosex = ; 
Also, at this election in February, - 
tho club's officors were chosen for 
the socond time, as follows: Louis 


| Bessemer, reelected president; Henry 


ee ees 
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Little, vice president; Lydalu Palmer, 
secrotary; Herkus Lotkomann, treasurer. 
Two recent changes have occurred in 
this group. Mr. Letkemann has resigned 
and Mr. McWilliams is serving as treas- 
urer. The-secretaryship has been taken 
over by Pauline Trattler since Mrs. 
Palmer resigned when she became secre=- - 
tary of the citizens! associations 

The tenure of office for these two 
groups will be six mouths, or until 
AueuSis L958. - | 

EDITOR DESCRIBES PIONEER WORK 
ON GREENBELT WEEKLY | 

(Continued from Page Twonty=two ) 
about some other civic problem and signed 
their names (the perfect crime). 

I enjoyed my work on the Cooperator 


and it was a great .cxpericnce for me. I 


learned a lot about the other fellow’s 


views on different issues. . | 

I learned a good deal about the mean- 
ings of everyday words which I had not 
taken time to worry about, before. Such 
words as democracy, cooperation, and 
orgazization have herctofore been just 
words to me, but now I believe I have 
seen thom working very successfully ond 
thoroughly in Greenbelt dnd I ‘believe 
they will continue as long as we have 


‘one or the other of theme 
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GREENBELT ATHLETIC CLUB 

By nid Og F. ‘Bauer, President 

The Greenbelt Athletic Club was offi- 
cially organized on February 4, 1938, by 
about 30 men, for the purpose of secur~-— 
ing exercise, athletic work and social 
contact. 

‘The officers elected for the first six 
months were: George Bauer, president and 
board members Robert Marack, vice presi- 
dent and board membér; Philip Claxton, ° 
secretary; Vernon Hitchcock, treasurer; 
Frank Drass, custodian, 

The executive board mémbers elected 
were: Irvin Reamy, Block E, Leo Slaugh= 
ter, Block D3; Frank Lastner (resigned), 
Block C3; Mr. Neblett, Block C3; Emmet De= 
Voe, Block Je 

The executive board is the ruling 
body*of the club, subject to the approval 
of the members, who are S Coa? Ene the 
200 marke 

Competitive sports successfully carried 
out have been a four=team basketball — 
leapue and a recent nine-team volley ball ' 
league. An all-star basketball team pro- 
vided competition for out-of-town teams 
and, though now to each other and lack- 
ine the coordination of practice, gave — 
a very creditable account of themselves, — 
to which many in Greenbelt will agree. 

At présent we have a group of men cut 
practicing baseball and, though lacking 
a nearby playing field and uniforms, _ 
yet are going ahead and. promise to turn 
out a team of which we will all be proud. 

On Sunday, May 15, 1938, our softball 
league got underway, comprised at present 
of seven,teams for the first half and a 
promise of more for the sccond half, © 

_ Games are played evenings and Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons, the enthusiasm 
displayed has been a revelation to every= 
onés A roprescntative tcam has been 
picked and is ready to play against the 
best in Greenbelt's vicinity. 

flandicapped by lack of facilitics and 
means of raising funds, outside of dues, 
we still feel sure that, with the cone 
tinued help and cooperation of our City 
Manager and his assistant, wo will sur- 
mount these obstacles and give our fellow: 
townsinen more and more reason to feel 
proud of Greenbeltts Athletic Club, 


A FEW GREENBELT "FIRSTS" 
First "Town Manager" form of govern= 
ment in Marylands Greenbelt. 


First Community eon eck Roy Se 
Bradene , 


First Town Manager: Roy S. Braden. 


First Co-Op Store Age + Re Me 
Templemane 
First Gas Station meeeers James 


Dunaway. | 

First Manager of. Co-Op Drug Stores: - 
Robert E, Jacobsen. 

First Party: Halloweten celebrations 
October 30,. 1937. 

First Thanksgiving Day celebration: 
November 25, 1937. . 


First Greenbelt Sb otiindt0e George | 
W. Bryant. 
First five Councilman: Sherrod E, 


East, H. He. Maurer, Louis Bessemer, 
Allen De Morrison, and eda Ee 
Jacobsene , 

First Mayors Louis Sowashors: 

First Mayor. Pro Tem: H, H. Maurer. 

First President of Greenbelt Citizens! 
Association: Stanley B. Rider, * 

First town election: ‘November 23, 1957. 

First woman to cast a ballot in rsaes 
election: Mrs. F. White. 

First man to. cast a ballot in first: 
election: James W. Burke. 

First baby; Sonya Fulmer. | 

First bachelor to announce matri- 
monial intentions: Robert E, Jacobsen. 

First news = Greenbelt Cooper-= 
atore 

First erocery order purchased att 
first store: F, N. Reed. : 

First family to move into Greenbelt: 
That of Sgt, Julian Ashley (on Sept=— 
ember 30, 1937). 

First Charter Day Edition of Cooper= 
ators dune l, etd 

Homes in Greenbelt are built in a 
variety of types and sizes to fit vary- 
ing family needs, In Greenbelt 574 
homes are group or row houses, which 
are less expensive than detached types; 
306 are apartments and five are dé- 
tached houses, built as an experiment 
in profabrication. 
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THE GREENBELT COOPERATOR STAFF 
By Re 38 Sowell 

To publish a mimoographed weekly such 
as the Greenbelt Cooperator requires 
considerable time and effort on the part 
of a number of peoplee 

- Elective Positions «= 

The editor, assistant oditor, secre= 
tary, business managers and production 
manager aro elected by «he club. but 
there are several other vital positions 
on the newspaper staff that are appoin= 
tive (by the cditor). 

Although the oditor receives. most of 
the eredit. (and the blame) for articles 
appearing in the Cooporator, he can't 
cfficicntly perform.all of the many 
dutics necessitated by’ the writing of 
editorials, making assignments, and - 
oditings 

- The Work « 3 

In this work, he is, of coursc, as-_ 
sisted by tho assistant ecditore The 
socretary looks after the typing; .the 
business. manager, his a real "headache" 
securing ads and thon collecting for 
them, buying supplies, looking after the 
circulation and, collections, and Keeping 
books; the production menager either 
runs the mimcograph machine or pets as- 
sistants. to do so, and, secs that. the 
paper is. assemblod and stapled by. dc= 
livery time. 

Besides theso, elective staff members 
there are the following appointive staff 
positionse 

- Appointive Positions: =... 

A nows. editor. is. essontiale Sinee 
its inception,. the CooperAtor, has had 
four news editors: William kK. Poole, 
Samuel Maryn, Frank Base and at present 
Howard C,. Custere 

- Feature Editor - 


For a good many weeks the Cooperator | 


had a feature editor. This position 
has now been temporarily set asides 

The feature editors have been Arthur. 
A. Dickerman, We Rk, Volckhausen, and 
Howard C,. Custer, 

- Mrs. Greenbelt - 
| The "irs Greenbelt" section of the 
Cooperator is under the jurisdiction of 

a woments editore | 

Ruth Ge Hayes set up this department 
and edited it during the two trial 
periods of 14 weeks (first issue through 


| 
: 
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| been added to the Cooperator. 


| those "behind-the=scenes" 
' aS reporters, typists, stencil cutters, 


February, 1938) when Elizabeth Little, 
_ the present incumbent, was appointed. 


- New Features = 
Only recently. two new features have 
One is 
a Greenbelt High School section with 
Marita Freeman as editore: The other is 
the Children's Page which is edited by 


| Dorothy East. 


| 


Several weeks ago a new department-== 
Sports-= was set up in the Cooperator 
with Clifton J. “ockill as its editors 
Mr. Cockill resigned recently because of 
a change in his employment and George 
Carnes is now a member of the staff as 
Sports editore 


- Behind=theeScenes Workers « 
And-when one refers to the "staff" 
of the newspaper he cantt ignore all of 
workers, such 


mimeograph operators, mimeoscope artists, 
staplers, and delivery boys, all of whom 
have done a tremendous amount of very 

efficient work in behalf of the Cooper= 


' aters 


- Boy Scouts = . 
While the Boy Scouts deliver the Co- 
operator to the residents, they are ited 
ae veer’ staff memes § 


The dvormntaebie ‘Club has an arrango=. 
ment. with the scout: troop whereby the 


| boys do all of the delivoring and collect- 


ing and the club has Hr reg to do with | 
it o 

Thus ‘the entire job of circulation is 
vested in the troop with the. scoutmaster 
acting as circulation managere . ; | 

The scouts receive two cents for each 
paper delivered and it is thus to their 
advantage to have as many customers as 
they cane | 

The money earned in this way goes 
toward the purchase of uniforms for the 
boys e " 
eS a et eo 

All homes in Gvéchbelt are sends in 
design, but efficient and modern. All 
meet strict standards of comfort, venti= 
lation, sanitation and privacy, and all 
are built to stand 75 years or more with 
lowest possible -maintenance- costS.e 
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THE TOWN CHARTER AND LABOR RE ELATIONS 
IN GREENBELT . | 


- Bernard: Je Boeiey 

It is gratifying to find that in 
Greenbelt, at least, nepotism in the 
town eovernnent on the vart of the 
Councilmen is forbidden by the town. 
charter. Councilmen are prohibited 
from interfering in the appointment or 
removal of any officer or employe of. 
the town government. (Sec. 36.). Any - 
attempt to do so-is/a misdemeanor .. 


However, the: charter, does not prohibit 


(and probably could not) other Maryland 
politi¢ians, Congressmen, or federal . 
officcrs from attempting a like inter- 
ference. No Councilman. will have oc- 
casion to be told that: "There are other 
tax payers ‘in. town besides the. 
familys". 

No Cawiies keen’ himself Mshall, attring: 
the time for which he is elected, be ap- 
pointed to any office or position in 
the service of the Town," (Sec. 35.) 

Nor shell any “officer or employe in the 
service of the Town....continue in such 
position after becoming a candidate for 
nomination or election to any public 
office." (Sec. 35.) - A 

Greenbelt is protected against. local 
nepotism by the appointment by the 
Council of a Town Manager (Sec. 33.), in 
whom is vested the nower of appointment 
and removal of all officers and em- 
ployees of the town. (Sec. 34.). "Ap- 
pointments made by the Town Manager 
Shall be on the basis of executive and 
administrative ability and of the train- 
ing and experience of such anpointees 
in the work which they are to perform." 
(Sec. 34. ) 


-Best Provisionse 

The prohibition of locah nevotism is 
one of the best provisions of the tow 
charter. However, this ‘s nullified 
somewhat by the provision. that the Town 
Manager, and the Town Manager alone 
(Sec. 34.) with direct restraint " shall 
have the power $0. eee FrehiOve.. all offic- 
ers and employees" of the town, Thus 
dismissal of employees is, theoretically 
at least; left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of the Town Manager, who may re~ 


move the Town Solicitor, e@eg. “at will. 


without, notice.” (See. 43.) 
(Continued next. column) 


However, 


arbitrary or unjust the dismissal of 
an employee of the town by the Town 
Manager may be, there is probably no 


remedy available in law.” 


‘The Town Manager can dismiss employes 
for personal reasons, or for no reason 
at all. There is no direct restraint 
placed upon him by the charter. "The 
decision of the Manager shall be final 
and there. shall be no apneal: therefrom 
to any other office, body or court . 


| whatsoever." (Sec,34) 


Human nature being what it is, such 
arbitrary power should be left in the 
hands of no man. 

This is not to say that any employe 
would be unjustly or arbitrarily dis- 
missed by the .Town Manager. 

-Direct Intervention- 

While direct intervention in the: 
dismissal of employes is denied to the 
Council there are two indirect ‘courses 
available: (1) The Council can dili- 
gently inguire into the views on labor 


relations held by any candidate for the 


office of Town Manager and withhold 
appointment from any candidate whose 
views on labor relations are likely to 
result in unjust dismissal of any town 
employe. (2) By its "power to inquire 
into the conduct of any office or of- 


-ficer of the Town"and by its power 


of removal of the Town Manager, the 
Council can indirectly lace restraint 
unon him. | 

However effective this restedtit 
may or may not be, and although the 
charter denies a direct remedy in the > 
courts, there are nevertheless several 
other practicable remedies available. 
Protection of employees against un- 
reasonable or unjust discharge is’ one 
of the functions of the legitimate la- 
bor union. 

However, if.the- Town Manager. is a 
fair minded man, he should be willing 
voluntarily to submit the matter of 
removal, of an employe to a competent, 
disinterested and just arbitrator 
acceptable, to both »oarties, if the em- 
ploye fecls Justified in yotees 
arbitration. 

If the employe was Pairly ai sti ssea 
a qualified arbitrator would uphold the 
action of the Town Manager; if the’ dis- 
missal were found to be unfair, the 
Town Manager could not reasonnbly ob- 

(Continued on. Page Nineteen) 
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THE TOWN ‘CHARTER AND ‘LABOR RELATIONS: 
IN GREENBELT 
(Continued from Page 18) 
ject to the se inatatemant: of said en= 
ploye. rey 

The officers and employees of the 
town, however, are denied by the charter 
any such privilege.as an open hearing, 
In denying an oven hearing to dismissed 
officers and employees, the Maryland 
legislature in granting the charter 
failed to take cognizance of the essen- 
tial quality of all men, insisted upon 
in the Declaration. of. Independence.. 

It should be noted that the Town 
Manager.is not likely to be devendent 
upon his office for a-livelihood. : The 
same cannot be said of other employécs 
of the town. To strike at a mn's job. 
unreasonably and . unfairly in this age. 
of ‘industrial fcoudalism and widespread 
unemployment is little less than an 
assault upon his life and that of his 
family. 


in Gneenbelt.. 
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THE EDITORS' REGRED. 


The Editors of this Charter Day Sup- | 


plement of the Greenbelt Cooperator re- 
eret very much that the organizations - 
and activities in our community are not 
as fully covered as we had PRESS they 
would be. | 

We sent out ‘¥équests. for articles to 
all organizations, and to many indivi-. 
duals for special articles, but ages 
the people did not “come throughe"™,. ~ 

Consequently, no articles appear in 
this Special Supplement for such organ-. 
izations as the Credit Union, Widows! 
Club, Cubs, Girl Scouts, Brownies, 


Parkbelt Project, Young Peoples Society, 


Bide-A-Wee Club, and Hobby Club. 

Also, we had hoped for a special er- 
ticle’ from the New York office of the 
Consumer Distribution Corporation, from. 
the housewives on their civic problans, 


from the Catholic Church on its Green- - 


belt program and discussion groups, 
from the postmaster, from the physician, 
and from the dentist, 


wag oe 


He therefore needs protections . 
May just labor relations elieys prevail . 





PLANNERS LOOK AT “‘*GARDIN CITIES 
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Planners and municival experts in 


this country are-studying intcrestedly 


the suecess of. England's two outstand- 
ing “garden citics"-<Letchworth and _ 
Welwyn. One of the short but absorb=-— 
ing chapters in the history of modern 
city building, or city planning as it 
is called-in tie United States, is the 
mevement for garden cities, a term 
scarcely known in its accurate techni- 
cal sense by. the general American ns 
PEbLige:: ¢ 


The itl a ye to pe an inglish 


eT abraen city in this: country are, the 


three Rescttlemént. Administration 
"sreen-belt" towns built in open: coun-._ 
try near Cincinnati, Milweukee. and © 
Washington, Ds» Gs. Although the Fod- 
eral .governmcnt built and holds title 


|to these cities, it is expected that 


they may ultimately be locally owned 
end operated, perhaps along the English 
garden city lines, with all, lend held 
in: trust: by 2.city corporation and | 
property sha aod to private. holders, - 
Leases in Letchworth, England, ‘the 
first garden city. in the world, are 
for 999 yearse 

Met with public indi forsaee when 
they opened, Letchworth and Welwyn 
now are thriving and never have seen 
4 real depression. It is. found that 


| they have certain advantages over 


towns end are’ spared certain troubles, 
ills, expenses and inconveniences. 
These contitions are cited today: 
Stable: property values; absence of 
vehicular and traffic congestion; no 
so-celled "blighted areas®. adequate 
areas for play and leisure time; sep- 


jaratien of homes, stores and factories 


with orderly srrangement and room for 
expansion. 
Continued on Page 22) | 

‘Another article would have been in- 
| structive coneerning our gardens. 
| We realize that everyane in Green- 
belt is very busy, but wouldn't it have 
made the Charter Day Supplement more 
complete if we had received articles on 
n11 of +he activities listed above? 
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THE COOPZRATOR HAS RECEI 
- OUTSIDE ATTENTION 


=o 


By Re S. Sowell 

Greenbelt'!s own mimeographed weekly 
newspaper, the Cooverator, has received 
widespread publicity in the press. 

~ Sally Rand Article ~ 

The first issue, which contained 
16 pages and was published on November 
24, 1937, receivéd the most mention be~ 
cause in it was published a letter to 
the Community Manager signed "Sally | 
Rand" in which someone, as yet unident~ | 
ified, complained of her "brazen out~ 
door clotheslines." 

It was claimed that she had to hide 
her "crimson face" in a "dark closet ! 
after hanging out my first public wash" | 
because she "could imagine the passers~ | 
by discussing each item." ‘Previously | 
she had "dried my little tid=bits of | | 
intimate apparel on the towel rack in 
the bathroom," the letter stated. | 

= Requests from Afar'- | 

The “Sally Rand'"story appeared in 
newspapers as far away as Denver, Colo= | 
rado, and “requests for copies of the ! 
Cooperator were received from many | 
places, including Arizona. 

The Greenbelt Weekly has also. received 
considerable attention and encouragement | 
from some of the Nation's more important | 
Lleaderse ) | 

~ Mrse Roosevelt = | 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, when in~ | 
formed of the Greenbelt Cooperator and | 
told somethingof its history, wrote a | 
letter expressing ner interest "in tho. | 
fact that you have formed. a journalistic | 
club and will carry this venture through | 
on a cooperative, voluntary basis." 

~ Secretary Wallace = 

Sceretary of Agriculture Henry A. 
Wallace reads the Coopcrator because he 
is “interested in watching what you are | 
doing with the publication and what the | 
people at Greendolt are accomplishing." | 

~ Dr. Tugwell ~ | 

Dr. Rexford G. Tugwell, who was in~ | 
strumenteal in planning Greenbelt, likes | 
the Cooper; tor because "in that way I | 
can follow the development of Greenbelt" | 

‘= Mr. Lansill - 

John §s Lansill, assistant adminis- 


| trator of the Farm Security Administra- 
_ tion end director of the Greenbelt Town 
Program, reads "every word in every issue" 
| of the paper in an effort to find answers 


to the question that "has ever been con» 


| stontly in the minds of my associates and 
' myself in the making of each plan and ev-~ 


ery decision." 
The question; "Will the first resi- 
dents of Greenbelt aporove it?" 
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PARENT~TEACHER ASSOCIATION 


By Loretta Alderton 
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On Thursday December 16, 1937, with 


| an enrollment of 70 pupils in the Green= 
' Delt Elementary school, the parents and 
| teachers met to organize a Barent-Teach- 
ers Association, whose primary purpose 
|-was the coordinating of the work of the 


home, school, and community in the in~ 
terest of the welfare of the children. 
At the January mecting, after the _ 


' adoption of By-Laws, the following of- 
| ficers took over the direction of the’ 
Association:  ~President, Mr. Dudloy 


Peeler: Vice Tee atasit. Miss Maidie 


| Craig; Secretary, Mrs. Lydalw Palmer 


and Trenmsurer, Mrs. O.« M. Johnson. 

In February a poll was’ conducted to 
determine the peoples! choices in com- 
mittee work, and the type of program 
preferred. The program committee se= 


| lected topics which would bring a whole 
| body of knowledge to parents and teach= 


ers alike, thereby hoping to contribute 


_; to the daily living of children through 


correct interpretation and tolerant un= 
derstanding of this thing Called educa~ 
tion. 

Perent=Tea cares work, as an educa= 
tional force is proving its worth in 


| Greonbelt. P=TA began with 26 charter 
' Members end today has a petq up nember= 


ship of 81. 
The Association is looking forward 
to playing a vitel and understanding 


| part in the school progrem next year. 


In selecting a site for Greenbelt, a 
carcful study of social and economic con= 
ditions among the people of Washington 
was Made. Studies were made also in 100 
other American citics. 
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PRESS RELATIONS MAN FOUND "OVER@ORKED ‘TOBACCO LAND" IN COUNTY 
WHERE TOWN PLANNERS AND ENGINEERS. STARTED: WORK IN 1935 
Baxter Reports on Fight Arainst an “Incredulous Public. Opinion" 
When Prof. Tugwell'ts Associates Were Mocked as Idle Dreamers 
~~ By W. F. Baxter 
(Information Division Pe Se Ag) 


Less than three years ago, the Resettlement Administration stated its _ 
basic program for the construction of the Greenbelt experimental towns. All of 
you have doubtlessly seen or read these principles. How well they were followed 
is amply demonstrated by the “houses you live in, the lawns, the trees and. the ~ 
Shrubs; the parks in which your children play, the stores in which you buy, the 
community building in which you hold your mootingse . 


To those of us, who in the Spring of 1935, +isited the site of Greon= 
belt, Maryland, and saw the wind blowing awey: top-soil, who saw only 10,000 acres 
of overeworked tobacco land, it is apparent that only Mr. Wallace Richards and 
Mre Hale Walker, the town planners, were able. to visualize the Greenbelt of to= 
daye To these two men and the others who dreamed of, planned and constructed 
this town, the residents of Grecnbelt owe an everlasting dobte They fought 
against an incredulous public opinion. They were mocked as idle dreamorse But 
against these handicaps, they fourht and how great a Sertoee they won must be 
decided by the people of Greenboit aALONnce 


In a moment of tO axdtion; it is ploasant to think back upon the site 
of your town as it appearcd in 1955, Unkept trees surrounded by kneeehigh weeds, 
the wind swirling dust Across the arca on which now stands tho business center. 
The land was poor. Years of intonsive tobacco planting had robbed it of its 
richness. There were no parks, no playgrounds and no lake. As I looked at the 
sito, I wondered to mysclf. Can this really be the site of America's first 
planned village? Can a town actually be constructed and will that town be ready 
for occupancy within three or four yoarre | ) 3 


As I wetched Greenbelt grow, I saw my questions being answered, A 
town can be planned before its first rosident moves ine To thosc of you who 
waited anxiously for a home here, the interim may have scomed unondinge ‘To us, 
the growth of tho town has been phenomenal, I wonder how many of you realizé 
the debt you owe Dr. Tugwell, Mr. Lansill, Mre Richards, Mr. Walker and cvery 
architect, cngincer and brick layor who assisted in‘making those homes‘possible.e 
Three years aren't so many after atl. : 


The Fedcral government has prosented you with the physical necessitics 
for a town. Your threo yoars have startede AS onc who watched the town grow, 
I hope that you may be as successful in the next three years in your obligations 
18 Mre Lansill, Mr. Richards and Walkor were in theirs, And I hope that I shall - 
be watching you build your community as I wetchod workmon build your hOUBOS 


TOWN COUNCIL EXAMINES 65 DESIGNS FOR OFFICIAL FLAG AND SEAL 
Readers of the Charter Day fein learn Nai: Aacanbal a. has acquired &.. 
towm-flag and. a town scale These official omblems are the result of careful 
thought and widespread intcrest on the part of Greenbelt. citizense 
About the middle of March, 1938, Town Manager Roy S. Braden. received a 
proposal.from an out-of-town correspondent that "several designs sent you" 
be considered "for possible use as. official flag and scal" for the Town of.’ 
Greenbelt, Manager Braden asked the Councilmen what thoy thought about. the 
ideas 





(Continued on Page 25) 
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CULTURAL Tif LUENCES IN GREEN BELT 
( Continued from Page Twentyothree) 
their plants and flower beds. 

Mre McGregor has built up a nursery 
since the project began the work of 
clearing out the brush, and LEROY SOE 
trees and plants. 

With the beckoning days of sumner, © 
almost every evening entire families 
may be seen laden with, garden tools, 
making their way to the. garden aréase 
Already 306 home gardens are under cul- 
tivation, approximately one to every 
two families in Greenbelt at present. 

The residents are alert enough to 
ask questions, attend meetings, and they 
are persistently seeking answers. 
is one reason why the town has a lively 
mimeographed* weekly and. gets out. numerous 
bulletins for volunteer PTESPT RAT EO TES 


PLANNERS LOOK AT "GARDEN CITIES" 
| (Continued from Page 19) 

Most of the townspeople live with- 
in walking distance of their work. 
The towns are surrounded by an agri- 
cultural belt, instead ofa ring of 
defunct or partly, built-up’ subdivis- 
ions. Their industrics are thriving 
and new ones are drawn by’ 1) factory 
locations near a big city but without 
London's disadvantages; 2) workers 
living in surroundinss conducive to 
health and contentment; 3) a municipal 
government which seeks a proper bale 
ance between the main elements of com- 
munity life, and which provides an ecf- 
ficicnt, economical, attractive town, 
with a plan for every Puture step. 

Allentown, Pa.e, Call} Aug. 7, 1937% 


COPY BOY SENDS IN WORD ON TOWN 
Dore edityer: Kin I. tcl yu. how.much I 
Like to.work in. this town. I like toe | 
I like yur paper fine beckauz I work on 
ite Onec . I, read in a Kopy of the, Ko- 
operator . that a gentlemun named Dr. 
well with some BIG THOUGHTS in his iat 
helped build thiz town. He quz helped by 
such big fellers as Richerd Wallace, ” 1% 
Herold Bursley, princi-pul Enginenr; 
end by such smart planners as Hale Wal- 
kor, I rond thet Reginald J. Wadsworth, 
end Douglas D. Ellington, ko=-princi-pul 
arkiteks, drew vik-tures on lots of 
paper befur arrivin at konklusions. : 
We love our President and all you pece= | 
pul. (Sega) Rac S. Sowell, Jr., Age 56 "1 
First Kopy Bye 








| 


Thet | 


EDITOR DESCRIBES PIONEER WORK 
ON GREENBELT WEEKLY 


. By Williem Re.Poole 
_ (Former Bditor, ¢ Cooperator) 


I took the reins of the Cooperator 


with little journalistic experience 


other than a weekly column in a coun- 
try newspaper back homee I wasn't o- 
fraid though because the Cooperator ‘was 
just a hometown paper and if one switsh- 
ed his nouns and RF PRPUAA a bit it wasn't 
so bad. a breache 

One of my prentest worries was the 


‘feature writer who invariably would in-. 


sist that we add a page in order to in- 
clude every paragraph that he had 
written. No matter how much repotition 
there was, the paragraph. I had cut wos 
the most important; it was the life-. 
blood of the storye 

These feature writers were important 
though; I believe we have learned a good 
decal about Greenbelt from the stories 


“that they have gone to the trouble of 


digging upe Some of them burned the 
midnight oil to turn out bheag master= 
piccese 

The composing staff, however, didn't 
have any oil to burn in the cold months 
of January and February. We had offices 
over the Food Store then and the heating 
system had not been installed. . We 
looked like members of the Byrd expedi-# 
tion as we sat around punching type- 
writers, buried in heevy ovorcoatse 
Sonc of them can tell you what the win- 
ter atmosphere felt like at three of-= 


' glock in the morning too. 


Numerous Letters cane in to the editor 
that were never printed, some about dogs, 
others having to do with an cncyclopedia 
fraud we had exposed, and some very 
claborate, plans for group health. 

It was intercsting. to note that the 
writer of one letter, which predicted 
our doom when we started charging five 
cents for the paper, is now much inter- 
ested in the paper's finances. Another 
who wrote that we should change the 
Ya&ie “of the paper and finally ended 
his letter by saying it was a scandal 

sheet, is now one of its greatest crue 
sadcrse 

Sane wrote unsigned letters to the 
editor criticizing tho papor for print- 
ing letters on dogs, and then on the samo 
typewriter wrote constructive lctters 


(Continued on Page Fiftcen) 
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CULTURAL INFLUENCES IN GREENBELT 
By Dorothy Rider 

In October, 1937, the handful of 
Greenbelt pioneers introduced them= 
selves to one another as they met at 
the embryonic grocery, or at the Post 
Office. . 

Greenbelt's social events opened with 
a Hallowe'en party and community singing. 
On the same occasion there was a spider 
web competition, an apple bobbing and 
a parade of costumed children at which 
Town Manager Roy S\ Braden. served as 
master of ceremonies. 

This was followed by monthly, dances 
where new neighbors met frequently for 
the Pirst time end where new friendships 
were established. i 

The Citizens’ Association is a sort 
of “town hall" where residents have 
been developins selfexpression and by 
all means, better understanding of 
parliamentary procedure. There is a 
growing intercst in economic, social, 
and civic problems of the county and 
Stata : 

Miss Ollie Hoffman has exerted more 
cultural influonee on the side of — 
consuner economics than any one person 
in Greenbelt. Coming hore to aid the 
consumer educational program, she has 
worked with the public schools, the 
cooperative stores, the discussion 
groups, and has visited many persons . 
in their homes, a fow of wham she found | 
hampered by loneliness, 

Her visits awakened interest in pro- 
gressive ideas, provokod questions on 
consumcr problems, and soon Miss Hoff- 
man watched the development of study 
groups, where woren shoppers lcamed 
how to get their money's worth. 

Porsonnel of the Cooperativo ‘stores 
have come to the community splendidly 
cquipped fran an cducational point of 
view and have had such advantages as 
travel, and experience in group licader- 
shipe 

Several residents possess unusual 
collections of phonograph records, 
scvoral are accomplished musicians and 
have ‘voluntcered their scorvices as 
vocalists, pianists, and one has held 
community song festivals in his home. 
One 18 4 capable orgoniste 


(Continued next’ colunh) 


eee 


~ P-T-A and G. C. A. Helped = 

The Citizens Association provided 
movies for a few weeks; parties have 
been held in homes and at the community 
center. ai 

The Parent Teachers Association and 
the mothers clubs are clearing houses 
for problems confronting every mother 
and teachere 

The Greenbelt Civic Forum has » 
brought outstanding speakers to lead 
discussions on current political issues. 
Citizens have indicated a lively interest 
by their guestions from the floor. 


Such meetings, it is hoped, will’ pre- 


vent the natural inclination towards 
provincialism attending pioneer devel~ 


-opmonts. 


- Dance Group and Theatre - | 

Miss Lisa Gardiner's performance 
with some of her company is the town's 
sole experience with the ballet. This 
dance recital drew an appreciative 
audience; interpretations and historical 
features of the ballet were outlined. 

Greenbelt Players, a little theater, 
cave its first production in Maye Cone 
Sisting of three one-act plays, which 


' boasted better interpretation than one 


might expect fram a new company. ‘The 


-work-shop department is preparing a 


membership production and the play 
selection committee is searching for 
three new one-act plays. This group 

is enthusiastic, flexible, and congeniale 

Eight women, and one man, (gifted as 
musicians) and one who has published 
poems; three who wrote a playlet; and 
fifteen interested in dramatic inter- 
pretations gave an entertainment entire» 
ly of and for the women of Greenbelt 
at a geteacquainted party, May 19. 

During colorful Spring days, hikers 
may be seen in groups. Camera club 
members are on the trail of beautiful 
scenes--or sceking ways of portraying 
Greenbelt personalitics and projects. 
Camera enthusiasts are discussing 
technical problems, and working out 
plans for oa pictorial competition. 

- Gardors and Gleo Club « 

While a number of citizens choose to 
participate in a Men's Glee Club, 
othors show preference to gardening, 
Many have called on Greenbelt's garden 
authority, Mre MeGregor--and have 
learned how to make the best use of 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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HOW GREENBEL'T CO-OPS. ORIGINATED 


By Peter Je Carroll 


The problem of establishing a enepers 


ative in Greenbelt presents to those — 
undertaking the work.a new and unbroken 
field without precedent. . 

It is unusual in that the preliminary 
steps, of -its. formation. were taken before 
even a single resident had.settled in = 
Greenbelt and its future citizens. were 
unseen and unknown 


In August 1937, ye fone Distribue 


tion Corpe, founded by the late Edward 
A. Pilone, leased from the Government, 
the business center of Greenbelt, upon 
condition that it would one day assign 
the lease end turn over ownership. of the 
ostablished businesses to a cooperative e 
Pending shat event any earnings. over. 
expenses werg.to be returned. to the .rese 
idents or. held in.trust for. the cooper= 
ative when formede. . 

‘On September 30 the first resident 


moved into Greenbelt but it.was not until | 


the ond of November, when .there were. 
about 150. fomilics in town, that it was 
suggested to,.us, to.make,.a starte. §. 

I remember the day well. It-was 
Sunday afternoon, the. 284 ch.of Nowember, 
the.day after I moved into,Greenbelt, 
that I.attended a meeting along with. 
fifty others who had come. in response . 
‘to an invitation extended by means of a 
mimeographed hand bill left at the door. 

I. .did.not know a person present but. I 
listoned to Messrs. Herbert. E. Evans and 
Flint Garrison,.members of the CRC Board 
of Directorse They explained that it 
was their desire.to surreader owicrship - 
of Greonbel.t business enterprises to 
use When I realizcd they really meant it 
I began to take notice of those. about me 
and to hope I could know thems I .hoped 
that. we might be friends ond work to- 

word the realization of this dreame 

At the meoting, Mr. Evans suggested , 
to Stanley. Rider, prcgacent of the Cite 

izens' Association ot thet. time, that 
an advisory committec of citizons be 
formed to act in, the interests of our 
residents in consulting» with the manage- 
ment. of the.stores concerning our necds 
and dosirese 

The committ. C WAS : ‘formed and ‘its work 
began shortly, hofore Christmas, 1937. 


= 


in town planning. 


- The Co-Op Committees at Work = 
Once the committees were organized, 
cooperation in Greenbelt was on the 
marchs Consumer discussion groups were 
formed. and eventually committees.on .. 
each of the business enterprisese The 
management came in for frequent con-= 
sultationse 

thirty or more Grennboitéane are 


‘now engaged in specialized. committee 

work end approximately 150 are. partici-~ 
 pating in discussion groupSe 
- population has reached 616 families, | 


Greenbelt. 


or 2300 people, at this writings 
When 400 families had. settled in 


Greenbelt, members of the Advisory 
|, Committee decided that.a more definite 
and more democratic siiie should be put | 
in operation. 


Consequently it was proposed: to the 


Citizens in March, 1938, that a Cooper- 
‘ative Orgonizing of ii ne. members be 
elected and that it serve until. such 
time as a cooperative mercantile sys- 
ten was formed. 


Four members of the Committee wore. 


. | to be elected for one year terms and - 
‘the remaining five for six months 
ter minor changes were made the plan 
Was unanimously adoptede | 


Af- 


The election was held and. the yen 
mittec continued the work where the 
Advisory Committee had left off. 

Thore apo now nearly fifty citizens. 
sorving on the Cooperative Organizing 
Committee and its sub-cammittecs and 
Greenbelt is fast nearing. the attain= 
ment of cooperative ownership of its 
retail enterprises and movie theatore 
Sale of shares will begin late in. the 
fell of 1938 and before 1939 becomes 
history it will be recorded that 
Greenbelt has attained a successful 
Consumer's Canpeipiayes 

GOOD DEMONS PRA'TLON - NO PANACEA 
_ -Greenbolt housing is not a panacea, 
for satisfying our housing needs but it 
docs serve as.a notable demonstration 
This demonstration 
deserves the attention of all persons 
interested in better housing, in new 
civic patterns of life and in future 
town plauning in Americae -- Taken. 
from Planning & Civic Comment, July= 
ee 1937 Vole: 3: Noe: 3s 


twenty-Four 


REENBELTAS CONTEMPORARY HOMES BUILT FOR USE == FINANCIAL SPECULATION AVOIDED 
ek KK | 


By O. Klein Fulmer, Architect, 
_ Assistant ati ats A PURER 


It would be.a mistake to describe the architecture of Greenbelt as 
this.or that,"style" because there was no conscious effort to follow any set prece= 
dent in, the design of the buildings. The architecture of Greenbelt, as you see it 
today, is the result.of working out a solution to certain known problems to the 
best of the architect's ability. 

| - Selection of Site = 

In. the heghundns ¢ the planners were confronted with the necessity for 
soleaki na: a site far enough from.town to be’ clear of previous attempts at specula= 
tive subdividing which. not only greatly increased the price of the’ land, but made 
it practically impossible to have a.free hand in planning the town due to existing 
pattern of street’ or utility layout. | sat 

- Planning Layout - 

Once the land was found, there: was the problem of planning the traffic 
circulation, water and: sewer layouts, ohces with the prevailing motive of economy 
and use rather than "land speculation." Other problems were to design park space 
as an-integral. part of the community; to arrive at a plot plan sufficiently flexi-= 
ble to avoid destroying numerous. large trees; and to design dwelling units of suf- 
ficiently simple construction*to allow the use of: relief labors 

- Plannins Houses. = 

The dwelling, units had to be.designed $0 as to require: a minimum of 
maintenance in-vorder to keep rents low, but had .to be sufficiently spacious and 
attractive to,insure,complete occupancy. 


. The houses had to be designed for rent instead of sales; they had to be 
design ned for economical construction and they had to be sufficiently flexible to 
allow for various family.compositions and for family growth and expansions 

. « Problem of Architecture = 
There could. not.be too mich variety in the unit plans or the economies 
resulting from:dupliecation would be lost, in other words, the architects were con= 
fronted with the necessity for balancing the economic, social, and physical factors 
with the living amenitics required, and at the same. time’ to incorporate the prace 
tical elements of efficiency, economy, durability and comfort. 
~ "Functional" Architecture = | 
The "style" of architecture resulting from the solution of these probe 
lems might be termod "functional" if you must put a name to iv. "Contemporary" is 
also another nome which could be used truthfully as a description of the style, but 
any other name, such as English, Modernistic, Continental, ctc., implies a false 
stylizing of surface tree. tment that is ‘entirely GrroncouSe 
TOWN COUNCIL EXAMINES 65 DUSIGNS FOR OFFICIAL FLaG «ND, SEAL 
(Continued from Page 21) 





Qounetimen immediately requested Sherrnd Hast to draw up rules for an offi- 
eial contest. ‘Rules wore unanimously adopted and announced in the Greenbelt 
Cooperator March 30, 1938. By May 14, at the close of the contest, Council had 
received 65 designs for a town flag and a town seal. Threo committee mectings 
and one open public mecting wore held before final results were announced. at 
mignieht, May 25. Prizes were limited to Greenbelt citizens. First prize for 

a town seal went to Mrs. Robort M. Templemen, and second prize to Harry Fellse 
First prizo for a. design for _a town flag went to Miss Mary Clare Bonham, 


Greenbelt high schook girl, and second prize to Mr. Marjan Pe Staniece 
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U. S. M#AT GRADING HELPS CO-OP 
ELIMINATE SPECULATION IN FOOD | 
(Continued from Page 27) 

ager, Sulo Laakso, began immediately to 
handle all Government graded meats. And 
it was through Mr. Laakso's efforts to 
five his customers the best service 
possible thet Greenbelt has gained the 
distinction of being "The first con-. 
sumcr group in the United States to ap- 
ply the principle of voluntary »buying 
and sélling ments on Basis of Federal 
Standards in a general way through 
their own store." 

Mr. C. V. Whalin of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in a lettor to 
Robert E. Jacobsen, Assistant Manager, 


Greenbelt Consumer Services, Inc., said: 


"Aside from the inmcdinte benefit Fed- 
cral meat grading is expected to be to 
consumers at Greenbclt, the principle 
eee When applied by large groups. may be 
far reaching in informing producers as 
to the real demands of consumers and. 
how best to meet those domands." 

This not only proved to be » point of 
good service for the Greenbelt Coopera- 
tive Food Store but sales increased and 
consequently a larger variety of meats 
was available to the patrons, 


Mr. Jacobsen in a letter to Mr. Whalin 


stated: “I am sure that the 300 house- 
‘wives who attended the demonstration 
have gained more confidence in our meat 
department than we could have built in 
a good while. I believe that the con- 
stant sale of U. S. graded ment will in- 
ere1ise consumer confidence and patronege. 

"This service has aided us in 2pply- 
ine foir selling prices and in obtaining 
fnir buying vrices for meats, thus elim- 
inztine ~ good deal of speculation and - 
versonal insyection of the product." 

Inquiries -heve~come in to Mrs Laakso 
‘from New York, New Jersey and other 
points. in the Es.st about Esa, vyuluable 
service. 

Rochdale Stores Coonerative in Wash- 
ington, .D. C.; has “followed suit" and 
is now handling moats perenne by Federal 

Standards. ei6 


Recently consumer leadbis from Grecn- 


belt were asked to meet with officers of 
the Américan Netionnl Livestock Associn= 
tion at a eonference in the Bureau of 


(Coneluded next» column) 


| in the Cooperator,. is 


|my "Last*® one, if you please, 


|} to be read. 


|welter of darkness tha 


}my column's importance, 


|quire all becf which carried a 





CUSTER'S LAST STAND 
Volume 1 Number l4a 


By Fownrd ©. Custer 


This column, which appears regularly 
the outgrowth of 

a skirmish I had with encyclopedie sales- 
men in the dhe te i of Greenbelt. 


The ‘saldsmen were fst tas to “give™ 
us en old, slightly revised encyclope- 
dia. The only string attached was that 
we had to subscribe to a revision sere 
vice (three dollars per month for months 
and months). The string made the offer 


& poor buy; certainly no "give-away." 


With the help of the Cooperator, I 
warned the community, drew a retraction 
from the company, and earned from Assis- 
tent Editor Maryn the suggestion thet 
my observations continue to grace the 
Loe al Soles 


So gradually I took up my "Stand,® 
How last- 
ing it will be IT don't know. From the 
tomahawks that have been flying sbout 
my head latcly, my future seems pre= 
carious; but my scalp is tough and I 
have a heavy mop of hrzir to vrotect it 
(until letcly I have bewniled the fate 


that geve me the kind of hair I have). 


One thing about the column, it seems 
Among its readers there 
seems to.be at least two schools of 
thought. One thinks it a social force, 
a good influence, a bright blaze in the 
t surrounds us-- 


some even think it entertaining. The 


|} other group thinks thoughts about it 


that plague my sleep and stelk my waking 


— 


~Personally, I have no exalted. idea of 
I merel¥ think 

that there are some things of concern 

to the community not yet said that need 


;} Saying, and I propose to say some few of 


them, if my Last Stand lasts that. long. 


| agriculturel Heonomics, United States 


Department of Agriculture, where there 


; were various other groups represented, 


to discuss legislation thet would re= 

2. trade=- 

mark to carry also the U. S. grade. 
William R. Poole 
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GREENBELT COMMUNITY CBRURCH 

By Mrse O. M. Johnson, Secretary 

It sooms to us decidedly impractical 
to build séveral Protestant churches in 
such an unusual community as Grecnbelt. 
Dr. Worth Me Tippy, Scorotary of the 
Federal esineet of Churches, confered 
with interested Government officials and 
Mre Roy Braden, Communi ty Manager, re= 
marding ‘€ community Church. ~ 
' Tt was agrocd that tho Committee on 
Comity: of the Washington Federation of 
Churches should he. asked’ to assist in 
making, necessary arrangements for com- 
munity servi Aigo Ges Dre Ge Eo Williams 
and Dre,» Le. Darby in charge of rela- — 
tions oe of rehoe te: Through the cour= 


_tesy of the Farm sbdgrt ey Admini stration, 


pormissién was given to hold services 

cach Sunday in PRE Community’ Building. 

The first regular church service was 

held November 14, 19570. Die. Vente . 
Tippy “conducted the service and there 
vas an attendance of 166.. A local choir 
of ten mixed voices furnished the music 
with Mrs. George,Barr as picnist and | 
Mrse Oe JM, Johnson as diroctor. A pul- 
pit and.other ossential furnishings 


were provided by the kindness. of friends «| 


The first. communion Service was held 
March 6, 1938 with.Rove Ae Be. Matzen of 
Berwyn. conducting. ee: | 

Washington ministers of different 
‘faiths wore supplicd.by the ‘Washington - 
Federation of Churches execpt when 
visits. were made oy the prospective. 
ministerse... « } 

A church curser has pict in opera+- 
Vion. Shaes December 19 under the super- 

sion,of Mrs. Edward alloys . | 

On Decenber 30, 1937 Dr. %. Me. Tippy 

called.thc first mocting of a temporary 
committec.on church organization, Its 
mombers were Prof, Linden. S~.Dodson, 
chairman;.Haryvy.Falls, scerctary; Mrse 
Oscar Me.Johnson,. treasurer and.choir 
directors; Mrs. George Barr, orgnnist; 
Harry. E. Hesse, chiof.of.usherss Louis 
Bosscmor ; Robert Doves; Edward Halley; 
Le Ve Worley; Robert Jacobson; lirse 
Helen Cowclls; Fred Wilde; and George. 
Eshbaughe 


On April 24, 1938.the church congre- 


gation ealcoted Re Le. Kincheloc;of..the 
Rochester (New York) Divinity School as 
its pastor. He.will.arrive in Greoen- 
belt June 2 to begin his pastorate. 


Twen 






} treasurere 


proof? 


The church plans to provide a real 


jcommunity church where all denominations 


can worship togethér (yet if they wish, 
retain their own denominations views). 
Mrs. L. De Schmidt has been appointed 
chairman of the permanent mombership com= 
mittee and lr, George Eshbaugh has been 


Iscloctéd as chairman of the finance come 


mitteee. Both committees are working 
hard to obtain a thorough canvass of in- 
terestcd families. 

The first Sunday School service was 
held November 21, 1937 with Dr. Dodson 


jas superintendent and an attcndance of 


61. Dr. Dodson was tomporary superin- 
tendent until March 3, 1938 when the 
following officers were olecteds 

Le We ‘Worley, superintendent; Robert 
Dove, assistant superintendont; Mrs. 
Edward Halley, secretary; Edward Halley, 
At‘present there are 26 
teachers and an average attendance of 
2450 © - | 

Ue Se MEAT GRADING HELPS CO-OP 

ELIMINATE "SPECULATION" IN FOOD 

On March 4, 1938 approximately 300 
Greenbelt. housewives attended an illus- 
trated.denonstration of Federal meat 
grodes in the school auditorium. 

Thoir purpose - to learn something 
about meats,.something about the main 
course of nearly every. méale. 

Little did these women know about 
the Government grading service for 
meats,. tho standards they had set and 
th; rigid tests they had, made. But the 
housewives. soon, realized the necd for 
such a servico as this after seoing the 


| wax ropreductions of the. various quali- 


tics..of. beef. 
These women decided thon and there 


|} that.no more will they. simply ask the 


meat mons.."Is the. meat tender?" In= 
stcad their question to the man behind 
the counter will be: "Is the moat of 
good quality?" and if so where.is the 
The proof lies in the Govern= 
ment grade stamped thereone : 

The Greonbcolt housewife knows now 


that this stamp. will, tell hor something 


“wert the meat!s tenderness, and pala- 
tability and whether the bones are very 
largoes 
Due to Greonbelt's enthusiastic ace 
ceptance of so valuable a service tho 
Cooperative Food Store Through its man- 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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EXPANSION OF BUS SERVICE 


By Robert R. Porter 

The transportation service between 
Greenbelt and Washington is furnished 
by the Capital Transit Company and is 
subsidized by the Farm Security Admini- 
stration for one year. 

Recently a ineeting was held in the 
school where this service was discussed. 
In that meeting a motion was made and 
carried for Mr. Braden to appoint a com- 
mittee of five (to be known as the Green- 
belt Transportation Advisory Committee) 
to negotiate for the people of Green- 
belt with the Farm Security Administra- 
tion on bus service. Mr. William J. Mc- 
Kay, from "BY area, Mr. Eric Fundin, from 
"Cc" aréa, Mrs. Miriam Provost, from "D" 
area, Mr. Frank Donoghue, from "I" area 
and myself were appointed to serve on 
that. committee. 

We immediately appealed to the Farm 
Security Administration to expand the 
service on the theory that if the ser= - 
vice is adequate enough the people will 
patronize it. The service must have 
patronage to reduce the subsidy. As a 
result of this appeal, if. Braden im-~ 
mediately negotiated with the Capital 
Transit ComtmMany and the new schedule, 
now in effect, is the result. 

More servics at night, a special 
shuttle bus in the morning for the 
shoppers which leaves in time to get a 
car that arrives down town before the 
stores open, and many other features’ have 
been included in the schedule. This ser- 
vice will only remain if patronaze in- 
ereases--it will be discontinued if not. 
That is the condition upon which the Ad- 
ministration agreed to expand the ser- 
vice. 

With this Charter Day Edition of the 
Cooperator, we should start to patronize 
our transportation service in order to 
have one at all times. It needs the 
full support of every citizen in Grecn- 
belt because without it we would liter- 
elly be on an island and be required to 
depend on the kindness of our neighbors 
to get to and from our jobs in Washing- 
ton. If you have any legitimate criticism 
to make on the service, we, of the Trans- 
portation Advisory Committee, will -do 
all we can to bring it to the attention 
of all concerned. 
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GREBNBELT FURNITURE 
By Wallace F,. Mapee 
The special Skills Division of the 
Resettlement Administration designed 
various sets of furniture of a type that 
they considered most appropriate for 
furnishing the homes at Greenbelt. 


This Division employed the services 
of many modern designers, skilled crafts- 
men, and trained interior decorators. 


The various pieces of furniture were 
designed with careful thought of the 
utility as well as appearance. Many 
samples were made and the merits of 
each item were carefully considered and 
compared in the effort to assemble com- 
plete sets of quality furniture, reason- 
ably priced, and of a modern design that 
would be of practical value, adaptable 
of arrangement to favor the varied 
tastes of the individual owners, 

The samples or drawings of samples 
that were finally accepted and approved 
were submitted to various furniture 
manufacturers throughout the country 
and bids were obtained on quantity 
production. Orders were placed for 


quantititicsthat, at the time, were con- 


sidered sufficient to supply the re- 
quirements of Greenbelt and other pro- 
jects that were to havé the benefit of 
this service. 

In the case of Greenbelt, the demand 
for this furniture greatly exceeded 
all expectations and it was necessary 
to repeat the procedure of obtaining 


bids from furniture factories and the 


issuance of contracts for a second 
order. This greatly delay¢d the de- 
livery of full sets to the various 
projects, including Greenbelt, but, at 
this time, all orders have been placed 
and every effort is being made to rush 
delivery of the important items that 
meny families need to complete the fur- 
nishing of their homes. | 

This furniture service:is one of the 
many extended to the residents of 
Greenbelt and other similar Resettle- ° 
ment projects. It is sold at manu- 
facturers price, plus handling and 
delivery expense, and may be purchased 
on monthly payments. 


—eamenan =e Se ce cee 


Twenty-Eight 


GREENBELT STAMPEDE SONG 
(Parody on "Phe Texas Cowbey. 
Stampede" ) 

We're going to leave fair Washington, 
We'll turn our steps toward the 
Greenbelt sune 
They've shaved and paved the sta we 

range, | 
Our playmates all now.seem so 
strange. 
Wetll take our hoe and take our rake, 
And. leave behind our city gate. 


A soft, soft mat will be our bed, 

A pillow soft shall hold our head. 
And when we waken from our dreams, 

We'll eat our spinach and our beanse 
And when our daily tasks are done, 

To Greenbelt town we'll surely came. 


And when we leave dear Washington 

We'll take. our chance with the. 
Ruling Onee 

Just tell Roy Braden that we knows, 


A Johnston's page aint white as snow, 


But in that. Diplomatic Land 
He sometimes acted like a mane 


So when we leave fair Washington, 
We'll eatch the bus for the Green= 
belt rune 
Its winding paths with joy we'll roan, 
Glad to find our future homee 
Wetll not be missed by the Senators 
The sad, sad. ones are the Realtorss 


The newest friends, and friends of yore 
Will find a welcome at our door, 
Be they jolly or sedate 
Or vexed by any cares of State, 
And may they all great pleasure take 
In strolling ‘tround the Greenbolt 
lake ¢ 


An Enthusiastic Greenbeltian 
Ethel Johnston 
13=C Ridge Road Phone 5261 
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Cas nae THE NEWS 


By Frank Burr 
asunie News Editor, Ceoperator) 


Gathering of news for the Greenbelt 


Cooperator should be of interest to. 


every citizen. 

For if every resident would take a 
moment to jot down itoms of news inter» 
est coming to his attention each week, 
and would send these to the newspaper or 
phone them in, our news gathering prob- 
lem would be ¢ompletely solved. 

Originally, news for the Cooperator 
depended upon voluntary contributions 
on subjects assigned by the Assistant 
Editor to members of the Journalistic 


Clube 


A newspaper goes to press at a regu- 
lar time, however, and as circulation 
grew, the dependability of this method 


}-for any one issue became questionable, 


The Secretary of the newspaper staff 
was asked to serve as news cditor, in 
order that news items wuld be sure to 
reach the newspaper before time of 
printing. | | 

This only partially solved the prob« 
The solution has beon found in ase 
Signing permanent beats to regular re= 
porters, who report activity in their 
Tt is difficult even 
with this arrangement to uncover all the 
news in Greenbelt, 

When a person reads the Cooperator 
and finds information with whieh he was 


‘not previously acquainted, he. should 
feel his responsibility to pass along 


those incidents which come to his atten-= 
tion and which may be of interest to 
his other neighbors. 

The newspaper should become more and 
more a market for the exchange of facts 
and ideas, in order that it may serve 
in a cooperative way to mirror the town 
of Greenbelt weekly. 
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GREENBELT CONSUMER DISCUSSION GROUPS 


By Bertha Maryn 

"And what do the women"of iecnbert do," did you say? 

Organized, planned“and completely rum by the housewives of Greenbelt, the Con- 
sumer Study Groups have’ ween both an educational and a social TUReCLGxt in the 
community. 7 

The impetus that started these cdvoaps came from the Joint Committee on Educa= 
tion = a committee composed of 2 members from the cpiceasinmacsr ip hey par pete and 2 mem 
bers from the Advisory Committee on Cooperatives. 

Less than four momths after the first family moved in to Greéubelt and long 
before Mrs. Greenbelt had completed furnishing her new home, the women of Green= 
belt eazer to be in’ ipl Leen rehab sponsored their first siaiahal-o in consumer 
AStivity.e 

“On January 25) 1 Miss Alice tawavds pfdrmerly executive-secretary of the American 
Home Economies Assdéciation discussed Consumer Problems with about 85 Greenbelt 
housévrivves (the number “of families at that time bei ig about 250). This discussion 
was followed ‘bya cetera pinay tea at which Mrs. Roy Se Braden and wae Robert 
Jacobsen ie Si é | 

| ~ Testing Parties Popular « 

Next on the program was the or, ankzation of discussion groups “Informally dad 
vefry-simply’ some 8 or 10 women with the aid of Miss Qllie Hoffman of Consumers 
Distribution Corporation planned & progrem of” discussions dealing with ¢onsumer 
problems. These pioneers held model»diseussions and testing and tasting parties, 
and*thon in turn each pioneer became a leader or chairman of a group. — 

On March 23, the Consumcr Discussion Groups sponsored another successful pro« 
gram, After six weeks of discussion’ and study on the question of labels, the 
program by way of summary, consisted of a film on ecarming and grading of vege= 
tables, and short telks by members of consumér ‘study groups on allied subjects. - 
At this meeting a resolution was ‘adopted requesting Eastern Cooperative Whole} 
sale “and the American’ Canneors emere es to use Grdde Labels, instead of dew — 
SCYrIptive. 

farech 30th wes another red Icttor day in the Calender of Events of the Con- 
sumcr Disetission Groups.  Sponsordd » by Grange Ledgue Federation, the Consumer 
Discus sion | (roups helped cook and served a aairhin\ Se supper to $00 Gegenoe LE aRee 

- Entortainmont a Sucecss @ 

Moy 25th, me 2 gilo- event. More than 200 womén ‘were ontertained by a 
most unusual program. Local musical talent of voico, piano, violin end pootry 
followed by a* Le ¥y original skit “Grade Labols™, writton’ by Miss Ollie Hoffman, 
Mrse Honry Litvlo and Mrs, Stanley Rider was enacted by 17 mombers of the Dis- 
cussion Groups 5 the oc asion was topped by refre shnonts and games, — 

~The number of groups has grown, each wock bringing togethor newcomers and 
fo sottlors, Thc work covered by tho discussions included a study of LABELS3 

BATS = inspection ané grading; MILK = ordinance ahd rogulations; BGGS = oracle 
=< FOOD AND DRUG LAY LAYS = thoir doficionces and inadequacics, In connection 
with the latter = tho & groups borrowed and circulated an exhibit called, the 
Amorican Chanber of Horrors, compiled by the Food and Drug Administration, de-= 
picting somo of the atrocitics now possible under the present Food and Drug Act. 

Realizing the tromendous amount of work and education necessary to counteract 
and reform somo oxisting conditions that are so dotrimental to the welfare of the 
consumor, aud in order to mko their work more offective, the Greenbolt Consumer 
Diseussion Groups voted to affiliate with the Consumers National Foderation. 

In spite of thc approaching warm woather most of the groups have voted to 
continve mecting and plans for the consuing months include picnics, partics and 
toas along with consumor education. 

Greenbolt housewives agree with Mrs, Roosevelt when sho says "I think that 
women as consumers should moke it their business to know more about the quality 
of tho goods which they buy, and to consider the conditions under which these 
goods aro produced, If they do this, I feol sure that many changes could be cf= 
fected which would be ea Pee to tho genoral public". 
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THE GREENBELT HIGH SCHOOL 
By mem Mat 

ed in the Bethe of 1937. and com-= 
pleted some ten months later at a cost’ 
of $142,000, the Greenbelt high school, 
which will be opened next September, 
stands at the intersection of Crescent 
and Beltsville roads. 

A bare three niles: ‘from thé Uhivare 
wity 4 baryland, set a vood distdnce 
away fro the’road, alnost hiddeh by 
trees” phe bushes, and surrounded dab’ 
lavms, the unvretentious thcouch 
posing two-story bric’: building is: : 
ideally situated for a school. 

Built by the Federat* Government 
through a private contractor, the high 
school follows in its architectural —_ 
features the general Greenbelt style-= 
functional, 

Glass brick walls provide an abun- 
dance of natural light for the hall- 
ways, while large casement windows do 
likewise for the clasSroomse ‘Concrete 
stairways and floors render the build- 
ing completely fireproof. . 

The. school possesses eleven class= 
rooms, domestic sciencé, music and 
industrial arts roomse Equipment has 
already been installed for the teach-= 
ing of sewing, cooking, music, and shop 
for the boys. 

Some three hundred pupils are exe - 
pected to be enrolled next September, 
when the school opens, of which number. 
more than one hundred will come from 
Greenbelt and the remainder from nearby 
communities in Prine eGeorges County. 

Eleven teachers have already been 
hired, and Mr. Roland &, Sliker, who 
is head of the temporary high school 
in Greenbelt, will be the principal. 

The Prince Georges County Board of 
Education will take over both the 
maintenance of the building and the 
supervision of the teaching at the high 
school through a plan to. be worked out 
between that agency and the Farm Secure 
ity Administration. 

Offering courses in all standard high 
school subjects the Greenbelt high _ 
school will meet the requirements of a 


certified class "A" high school in Mary- ' 


land. 





A cafeteria will provide hot lunches 
at reasonable me: for both pupils 
and teachers. 

At present the Sén0s?’ has no audi- 
toriun, but the government is planning 
on building one shortly as an addition 
to the schoole 

A gravel walk, recently completed, 


| and,» running through beautiful woodland, 


connects A block in Greenbelt with the 
high school. | 

Since no roads traverse this path, an 
underpass removing that hazard at the 
only intersection, , at Crescent road, this 
route is absolutely free from traffic 


| dangers. 


It is difficult to imagine a more 
beautiful or a safer path than that which 
the Greenbelt children will trod, ‘joy= 
ously, we are sure, as they ply their 
a next rte vay ys to the new schools 


In England huthorities nabininte that 
10 vercent of the population have an in- 
come too low to permit the payment of an 
economic rent, and American experts have 


‘placed the figure for this country at 


30 percent. Higher interest charges and 
larger allowances for depreciation, re- 
pairs and losses on vacancies and arrears, 
as well as absurdly inflated speculative 
real estate values, do meke the problem 
more difficult here; and our American 
fieure cen certainly not be lower than 
20 percent of the total population. 

The Brookings Institute study, America’s 
Caoacity to Consume, by Leven, Moulton, 
and Warburton, estimated that in 1929-= 
at the peak of prosperity--over 2 
million families (nearly 8 percent of 
the total) had annual incomes of under 
$500; nearly 4 million familics (nearly 


| 14 percent of the total) had incomes 


between $500 and $1,000; and nearly 6 
million families (21 percent of the 
total). hed incomes betweon $1,000 and 
$1,500. If we allow 25 percent of the 
annual femily income as available for 
rent, the first group can vay for rent 


| less than $125 2 year, the second group 
between $125 and $250, the third group 


between $250 and $375. 

--"Housing as a Public Health Prob- 
lem" in the American Journal of Public. 
Health, January, 1937, by Dr. Ceo-Ee Ac 
Winslowe 
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THE NATION'S PRESS LOOKS AT GREENBELT 
CINCINNATI, OHIO POST, February 18, 1938 -- ; 
~There.are few minor complaints.’ Bus.service into Washington takes some criti- 
cism,. Women agree the particular type of floor surfacing in the Greenbelt houses 
is difficult to keep clean. But in the overall picture no one weighs these lit- 
tle things seriously. fo : : 

_ Greenbelt, with a population probably récruited from nearly every state, 
Georgia and Montana, Texas and Maine, rubbing elbows in the same small community, 
is in a fair way to becoming America's most representative town. a 

¥ven government people admit it costs far more than it should but they believe 
its progress may have implications of far-reaching significance in American com~ 
munity life. .(from an article by Charles T. Lucey, Washington Correspondent of 
the Cincinnati Post). | hg | 
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But to get back to -the dwellings, Greenbelt's builders say that if the 
$5,000,000 relief labor and surplus land charge is de@ucted, the remaining 
$8,400,000 will .be returned to the government at the end of 60 years, from sur- 
plus town income compounded in a sinking fund. | 

The government cost, figured thus, amounts to a dircet interest subsidy for 
60 years--and if the project were built under’ the Wagner-Stegall Housing Act, it 
would enjoy ¢ greater bonus as well as direct operating subsidies. 

, Nor are the officials thru yet. The $5500 actual cost of each dwelling, it 
is declared, is not only not excessive, it is réclly a bargain when viewed in the 
long run, The Greenbelt home will last for 60 years, The town budget provides 
for kecping all buildings in zood repair, so that when the 60-ycar period ends the 
houses will be in as good condition as they afe now. %s 
Compare this, say the builders, with the $2000 or $3000 jerry-built home 
ordinarily crected for neonle of the Greenbelt’ income group. In 60 years such 
‘a house would have had to be rebuilt three times, and during the last five years 
preceding each rebuilding it would be so dilapidated that the ‘cost of repairs 
would be uneconomic to underteke, | | 

It is‘the cheavly built house, not the Greenbelt “house, ‘that really costs 
too much, say these officials, (From an article by Alfred Friendly, Feature 
writer of Scripvs-Howard newspapers). 

THE EVENING STAR, WASHINGTON, D. C., Sontember 15, 1936 

- Even the graveyard tucked away on the edge of the green belt of surrounding © 
trees (source “of the “town's namo), has felt this emphasis on recreation. Border- 
ing the area elready containing the tombstone of a project worker, is a pvath 
interspersed with hewn-log tables and benches. ‘This will perhaps some dny be the 
main channel of communication with 2 huge 1700-acre ‘area of ‘a milc from the town. 
Once extensive farm land, the abandoned ficlds and wooded clumps may some day be 
developed into a ‘hugh park. (From an article by Gordon Eames Brown, Staff writer). 
FREE PRESS, BURLINGTON, VT., september 8, 1937. | 

The success of an undertaking of ‘this kind is dependent to a very large de- — 
gree on the attitude of the residents of the town. Tf they appreciate the oppor- 
tunity which is offered them--if they are in thorough sympathy with the undertak- 
ing=--they may go far in demonstrating what ein be done by such a cooperate effort. 
But, if any of them are not inclined to be co-operative in spirit, then there is ° 
likely to be trouble before this experiment has vrogressed very fer. ’ , 

For we ernnot expect to have successful model towns until we have model people 
to live in them. Actually the people make the town. It is very doubtful if the 
physical characteristics of 2 town, or its economie system, plays a very large part 
in determining the cheracter of the people who live thers. (Editoriel) | 
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THE NA TION'S PRESS LOOKS AT GREENE ELT 
THE PHILADELPHIA, PA. BULLE TIN, September 24, 1937 
Hence, the probers are going deep; incomes of those who will Yive with the 
householder, his normal expenses for gas, electricity and heat, his ownérship 
or non-ownership of the furniture he is eaten all are mab jects for question and 
answers (Greenbelt Winhow1 rigs) 


NEW YORK’ CITY: WOMEN S WEAR DAILY, butohbdr 28, 1937 3 : 

"We are convinced" it is stated by Eector taza, executive of the food distri- 
butor's group, “that the efficient merchant need fear nothing from consumer com 
operatives that are financed and managed by the consumers themselves. 

"Some organizations seem to have: become considerably exercised over the de~ 
velopment at Greenbelt but we are of the opinion that, in the first place, this 
is far preferable to having the Government subsidize consumer cooperatives with 
taxpayers' money. The Filene group will underwrite all costs themselves and pay 
a definite rental to the Government for the buildings. Secondly we should look 
with tolerance upon the experiment because it is absolutely certain to prove two 
things, namely: 

(1) that in order to survive, the’ functions which are performed by private 
business will have to be performed in Greenbelt. 

(2) that if they are to compete successfully with private business they will 
have to afford business efficiency and business management at least as good as 
private business could afford; otherwise, competition will drive them out." 
(Article from Washington bureau) 


PLANNING AND CIVIC COMMENT, July-Sentember, 1937. 

These Greenbelt towns are pionecr attempts to integrate successfully all 
factors to make up completo towns--communities with houses, stores, schools, 
utilitics, and facilities for a full social life. This program has called in- 
to play the coordinate efforts of town planners, architects, enginecrs, soci- 
ologists, economists, managemcnt experts, 2nd other technicians. 

“At the start, the men responsible for these towns had but little in the ” 
United States upon which to base their plans. There was a scarcity of available 
dats and statistics. What the planners did have was a long array of things to 
be avoided. Slums, jerry-built suburbs, grid-iron pettern streets, row after. 
row of "regimented" houses, faced them in every part of the country. 
WASHINGTON DATLY NEWS, November '3, 1937 | 

Early Greenbelt settlers braved the storms and rigors of early Greenbelt 
criticism, ind think their now homes are swell. *** Greenbelt housewives take 
you thru their houses on the slightest provoecntion. They point with pride to 
linen closets, cross ventilation, family-size automatic refrigerators and 
concsaled stairways leading from closets to attic storage space. (By Martha 
Strayer) 

PATHFINDER (A Netionnl Weekly), Decamber 4, 1937 

Theoretically, Greenbelt will be America's most democratic towm. It will 
be a tiny economic democracy, because 211 its inhabitants come from the same 
wage classe It will be © political democrecy on the order of the old New 
England town meeting. Though it is « city mansger town--Maryland's first--the 
manager and councilmen will be: subject to sharp public scrutiny. *** Already 
Greenbelt has given signs of the trends its population will take. Of the 
first 100 families secepted, 73 were Protestants, 22 Catholic, and five Jewish, 
No Nogroes mey live in Greenbelt. RA authorities admit this rule is undemo- 
cratic, but insist they eannot buck so deeply-rooted an expression of race 
prejudice as the American "black ghetto". 

BALTIMORE SUN, Baltimore, Md., November 25, 1937 
It is seriously to be foared that life in Greenbelt is going to be dull. 
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GREENBELT HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
By Arthur A. Dickerman 
(Member, Board of Directors) 


Shortly after families began moving 
into Greenbelt, it became apparent that 
the community needed a doctor. But as 
the people discussed this problem they 
found that they needed not only a doctor 
but also a plan whereby they could bud- 
zet a substantial vart of the costs of 
medical care. They set to work, there- 
fore, with this goal in mind. 

On April 1, after two, and a half 
months of intensive "spade-work", the 
Greenbelt Health Association began o- 
oeration and the newly elected Board 
of Directors announced the opening of 
the Hcalth Center with Dr. James S. 
Dryden, in charge. | 

The association has been under way 
for only two months yet we. have al- 
ready seen the tremendous advantages of 
budgeting medical expenses through peri- 
odie payments. "Prevent that illness® 


is the watchword of the association, and ‘ 


we have found this motto to be something 
more than words only. 

A member and his. family do not hosi- 
tate to see the Doctor whenever they 
need him, sinee a visit to his office 
no longer means an outlay of two or 
three dollars. Consequently, many 
illnesses have been ninped at the start 
and saved the natient not only money 
but health. 

Membership charges were fixed as low 
as possible in order that. cvery resident 
mizht be. able.to avail, himself, ofthe 
servicese The $5.00 entrance fee which 
every family cays is used. to buy medical 
equinment.,,The monthly dues, $2.00 for 
a family and $1.50 for an individual, are 
uscd entirely for medical services amd 
overhead. (The board of directors, of- 
ficcrs, committee members, and.office 
help serve without compensation. ) 

Membors and their familics receive 
general practibioner care. Benefits of 
membership inelude unlimited office 
calls without.further cost. Members 
also have the privilege of calling the 
doctor to. the home, with a small extre 
charge for the first home visit in. any 
one pe Wie: 

jhile the plon 2t present is MOSS Bhs 
(Continucd on Page 35) 





THE GREENBELT PLAYERS 


By John P. Murray 

In the carly weeks of 1938 the town of 
Greenbelt echoed with 2 call to arms, . By 
placard end poster, by telephone, by word 
of mouth and the Cooperator, those inter- 
ested in the stage and dramatics were 
summoned for the first meeting of what 
was to be the town's. first intertainment 
group. 

Mrs. Theodora Murray first recognized 
the possibility of a successful Little 
Theatre enterprize here and invited all 
and sundry to. stop forth and assume roles 
in the organization of such 2 groune 

On Janusry ll, the first meeting was 
officially declared in order end the 
Greenbelt Players enme into existence. 
Some 20 enthusiasts.of the theatre at- 
tended and, with an amazing lack of for- 
mality, began accomplishing things. 

Defying the existing order of organiza- 
tion in Greenbelt, they chose to dispense 
with the usual procedure of electing 
chairmen to supervise elections for the 
selection of officers. Instead they a- 
dopted the unprecedented but very satis- 
factory unanimous voting system. 

In this manner, they sclected Mrs. 
Murray as President; Mrs. Dorothy Rider, 
Vice President; Mrs. Fan Schein, Secre- 
tary; and Mr. Sherrod:Hast, Treasurer. 
iOnce this bit of business was completed, 


and settled down to the serious work of 
nroducing. 

In keeping with the general trend, 
they akso decided to be affiliated with 
the Greenbelt Citizens' Association, . 
and were promised the use of the new 
theatre by Greenbelt Consumer Services, 
Inc. 
Aftor due consideration of a dozen 
one-act plcys, three were selected and 
ensts. and directors assigned. . About 
‘February 15 the actual rehearsals be- i 
gon and with them started the series 
of trials and tribulctions that beset jh 
their road from then until the rise of 
~ curtain on opening night about two 
r 


sad appointed a pl»ay selection committce 


and one-half months iater. 

First it was a matter of finances 
necessery for scenery, ctc. Then the 
theatre was fern, from completed 2nd no 
one scemed to know ivhen it would be 
| (Continued on Page 36) 
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THE GREENBELT COOPERATOR, — 
FROM MARCH, 1938 -- 


By 6 R. Volekheuson, Editor 

With the ap of March 2, ‘the Green- 
belt Coonerator was taken over by its 
third staff in‘: little over three months. 
Meny of the more iifficult problems faced 
in este ‘blishing & news organ had been 
solved by ‘the, ecrlier staffs, <nd the 
new stnff was prescnted with £ function- 
ing organization. in 

Production airficurttes, accentuated © 
by the inexperience of the new editor ~ 
and by. the temporary inck of 2 business 
mannger, for a time scemed to threaten 
the continued existence of the paver, 

It was particularly. difficult to obtain - 
typists, and only the contimued faith-— 
ful assistoneciof Mrs. Lillian Schwartz 
and Mrs. Medcline .Conklyn, ‘together with 
others who’ geve as much: time as they 
were able, meadé the vreparation of the 
peper ht all possible. : 

A plan of distribution was worked out” 
with the Greenbelt Scout Troop, whereby 
the scouts took complete charge..of local’ 
home distribution, retaining 2 cents of 
the price of cach copy they sold... The - 
first purpose for which the scouts used. 
the income so derived was to’ purchase 
uniforms, snd’ seven scouts are now svort- 
ing uniforms earned’ by delivering Co- 
operators. The Coonerator too benefited 
from this arrangement, as sles imme- 
diately rose over 50 percent. 

workers to nerform the numerous unre- 
compensed tasks essential to the prepara 
tion of the paner* were not: always easy 
to find. To insure more assistance and 
greater responsibility, the Journalistic — 
‘Club decided to run the paper as a pro- 
ducer's cooperative. Under this plan, 
90 percent of, cach month's profit’ is re- 
turned to the workers in proportion to. 
the number of hours worked, | 

On May 18 the'first distribution was 
made. The total amount: availeble for 
distribution wis $41.53, -nd the tota 
number of hours revorted was: 909, making 
& per hour wage’ of 4% cents, twenty=ohe 
persons’ partiecinated in the distribution. 


In en endeavor to insure more coriplete | 


coverage of town nows, exch reporter his 
been’ nssigned to a particular field, 
activity, Or organization, and his as— 


* 


-cism as well as commendation. 
operator has endeavored to promote the 
+ best intcrests of the town, as it sees 
_ those .intcrests, and it has endeavored 
to correct misinformtion stout Green- 
_,. belt. recurring. in many newspapers. 





| technical personnel, 
_| Services-can then be exnanded td include 

} snecialist's care and. eventually, we 
“hope, hospitalization. 


possible the vurchase 





Signment is printed each maak in the 
paper. 

Editorially, we paper has endeavored 
to.support vrogressive town activities, 
including the Cooperativo stores, the 
Credit Union, the Cooperative Health  - 
Pinn, the Citizen's Association. . We feel 
that constructive suvport demands criti- 
The Co-= 


Much of the editorial responsibility ~ 
has been discharged faithfully and =) 


| successfully by Samuel Maryn and Howard 
‘Custer. 


Under. Mrs. Elizabeth Litte's 


diligent and skillful care the Women's 


Page has develoned into a newspaper in 
it solf. . 


The Cooperator-has benefited 
greatly from the Sports. Page, and the | 
Children's Page, and more recently from 
the High School Page, conducted’ by, . 
Clifton J. Cockill, Mrs. Dorothy East, 
and Miss Marita Freeman, respectively, 


J.end from Mrs.,..Berthe Maryn, Henry Little’ 


and Howard C. Custor, whose weckly columns 
have become a Tog LAr feature of whe 
P2NET 

Outstanding among meny active: revort- 


‘ers are Mayor Louis Bessemér, Bernard 


Axelrod, Rae Sowell, Vernon Hitchcock, 
William R. Poole, Aaa John Murrey. The 
business perplexities of the paper arc 
being skillfully resolved by Business 
Manager Morris. Coff and Club Treasurer — 
John McWilliams. Snace limitations nre~ 
vent the mentioning of many others. whose 


| untiring assistence to the Coonerator has 


been of the greatest benefit. - 


HEALTH ASSOCIATION (Cont'd from P,34) 
yet as membership increases. and addi- 
tional dues justify, the services of a 
second, third, and »nossibly a fourth, 
physician, as well. as nurses and other 
will be added. 


Entrance feces 2f new members will make 
»f more complete 
medical equipment. , When this point has 
been reacheg we cen feel that.the major 


| objectives of the association. have been 
) accomplished. Mi: | | ; mia 


Thirty-five 


THE GREENBELT PLAYERS 

(Continued from Page 34) 
ready; no curtain had been ordered for 
the theatre so that even if it was com- 
pleted in time to give the performance 
there, this hn ridnirhaegy? item would 
be lacking. ; 

For a time it see hopeless, but 

perseverance and unselfish labor on the 
part of every member of the group and - 
a borrowed curtain finally made opening 


night possible on May 6,-.1938. It was a’ 


gala occasion and the snthustastic re=- 
sponse of the populace made the whole 
affair a wonderful success. | 

Three plays were abet edt Tne 
Bathroom Door,* "PLipps," and — 
"Danger,* and each was an eat as a 
masterpiece. 

Encouraged as they have been, the 
Greenbelt Players are already resuming 
a program designed to make’ their next 
effort a more complete success in © 


every detail. They have adopted what 


is known as The Play Shop and at the 
bi-monthly meetings such things as 
lighting, directing, make-up, and ex- 
pression are taught and put into actual 
practice. 

For instance, at the coming meoting 
a one-act play is to be given by four 
of the Players while the rest eriti- 
cize and’offer ideas. 

A fecling of cooperation fapydaes’ 
the whole group and the astonishing 
lack of bickering can be directly | 
traced to their informal organizing. 
Their interest is the theatre, but 
only the Greenbelt theatro, and for 
this they stand to work with unstint- 
ing effort.’ ie su 

_ Within the’ next three months’ they 
hope to again present their efforts 
to the citizens. 


om = a SS ee oe ee ee 


SIR RAYMOND UNWIN VISITS CREENBELT 


Admiration for the ai vitidhedlt? s low — 


cost housing development at Greenbelt, 
wes cxpressed by Sir’ Raymond Unwin, 
known as the father of city planning in 
England, when he visited the project 
yesterday with Lady Unwin. With them 
is John Scott Lansill, director of the 
Suburban Resettlement Administration. 
(A.P, Photo) Evening Star, Washington, 
D. Co, March 25, 1938. 





ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL, "PENCIL POINTS," 
OUTLINES GREENBELT PLANNING SET-UP 


eee eee 


THE RESETTLEVENT ADMINISTRATION was 


|established by the President in an 
{Executive Order of April 30, 1935. 


Rexford Guy Tugwell, Undersecretary of 


| Agriculture, .was appointed to act as 
| Administrator of the Rosetti Lenent Ad-= 
‘ministration. *** 3 


*** The Director of the Shsban 


1 Division is John S. Lansill, an.Assis- 


tant Administrator of the Resettlement 


| Administration, responsible directly to 


Mr. Tugwell. 

~The Suburban Resettlement Division. 
is organized on a project basis, with. 
a complete planning staff for each of | 
the three jobs.: There is: no person in 
complete. charge of any project, the 
work. being done on a cooperative,.com- 
mittee basis. All planning, however, 
is correlated by Mr. Frederick W. 
Bigger, Chief of Planning, who is 
responsible directly to the Director, 
ris Lane. See 

For the Greenbelt Project Hale 
Walker is Town Planner, Douglas De 
Ellington and. Reginald J. Wadsworth 
are Architects, and Harold Be Bursléy 
is Engineering Designer, Wallace 
Richards is Coordinetore | 

(Condensed from the August, 1936 


|} issuc of "Pencil Points," an archi- 


tect's journal.) 


HICH SCHOOL CURRICULUM. 


(sis article Si. Peas 31, entitled 
the Greenbelt High School, by Sam. 


Maryn, for details of the school.) 


Following is the curriculum for the 


| first year in the New Greenbelt High 


School: 
Freshmens ‘haat dab hin Reel Alge- 
bra, General Science, Latin, Indus- 


| trial Science, Home Economics, Music. 


Sophomores: English II, World His- 
tory, Biology, Geometry, Latin, Indus- 


trial Science, Home Economics, Music, 
| Generel Business. 


Juniors: ,English III, U. S. His- 
tory, Tyning, Shorthand, Algebra II, 
Chemistry. ., 

Seniors: English IV, French ITI, 


Trig-Solid, Physics, Typing, Shorthand, 


Bookkeeping, 2nd Problems of American 
Democracye 


Thirty-six 
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